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Welcome 
In July, my son and I went to the Vikings rookie/free agent camp. It 
was great to see their amazing new facility and we had fun watching 
about 50 large men go through structured workouts. Let’s just say it 
was impressive. We started talking about how young, excited, and 
scared they all must be. A new beginning, with a lot of work ahead. 

I enjoy new beginnings – turning of the calendar, a fresh new start, 
the challenge of new experiences on the horizon – so much energy.

This fall feels like a new chapter of ministry at Shepherd of the Lake. 
With Josh (Director of Worship Arts), John (Director of Student Min-
istries) and Karolina (Director of Communication) on board, it feels 
like our ministry staff is complete. Add to that the fact that each of 
them brings an amazing amount of energy, skills, and experience – it 
feels like a new chapter. This is on top of a team that has now been in 
our midst for 2 – 3 years, and feel like part of the family, it is a great 
season. And that is on top of a congregation full of amazing people – 
so gifted and amazingly engaged in our 
community, our work, and our families. 

It feels like this fall is a launching pad for amazing new things in the 
life and mission of Shepherd of the Lake. 

So don’t miss it! Make sure you are in worship  and don’t miss the 
Tailgating Party on Sunday, September 30th. It will be an 
all-congregation (plus friends – invite yours!) blow out, fun time. 
Come to have some great food, fun games, a cool beer, and listen to 
some great live music. 

This year will bring growth in worship, service, and community. 

Did I tell you I am excited?

Pastor Dan Poffenberger



Fall Worship Sermon Series

PRESENT
September 9-30

What happens when we gather 
as a community to worship 
God? How is God present to
 us during these times in a 
different way than when 

we are on our own? What 
should we offer God during 
these gatherings? And what 
does God offer us? Together, 
we will be uncovering how 
worship connects us to one 

another and to God.
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UNCOVENTIONAL
October 7-21

Our culture embraces all 
sorts of unhelpful divisions, 

bad perspectives, and 
unhealthy communication. 

How can we look to the 
teachings of Jesus to help 

us be more helpful 
citizens, neighbors, 

and friends? 

BELONG HERE
October 28-November 18

What does it mean to 
belong together at Shepherd 
of the Lake? How can each 

one of us join in our common 
mission, build an authentic 
community, and serve our 

neighbors well? 

This fall, we are looking forward to three exciting worship series. 
Please invite your friends and neighbors to experience worship that connects 

faith and life, builds community, and fills your soul.

Belong
here

present

UNCON  ENTIONA
V L 
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Holy Play
Experiencing God’s amazing presence 
through Summer Ministry

Whether you feel the presence of God through 
quiet prayer, Sunday worship, or even preparing 
your favorite meal, the Good News is that God 
promises to stay with you wherever you go and 
whatever you do! This summer, our 
congregation was grateful to feel God’s amazing 
presence through programs and events like 
hosting the Watoto Children’s Choir, Vacation 
Bible School, Camp Onomia, High School 
Summer Serve, and Urban Immersion. 

We kicked off June with the amazing experience 
of welcoming the Watoto Children’s Choir to 
Shepherd of the Lake! SOLLC families and 
individuals hosted them overnight. Becky and

Bob Niederluecke reflected on having members 
of the choir in their home, “We hosted two boys, 
and two “uncles”. The boys filled our car, and 
home with singing and smiles from the moment 
we met. It was interesting to hear about their 
home life, the amount of preparation prior to 
coming to the states, their travel experiences, and 
other observations (they are not great fans of the 
cold).”

Through songs, dance, stories, and “hearts filled 
with Jesus”, the children shared with us during 
worship their hope for Africa’s orphans and 
widows. Niederluckche’s also added that “as 
SOLLC opens their arms to others in our 
community and globally, we invite others to join 
in these enriching experiences.”

We also felt God’s presence as our roof was raised 
with the singing, dancing, crafts, games, and 
endless enthusiasm our over 300 kids shared 
with us during VBS. This year’s theme was 
Shipwrecked. Each morning the kids tuned in to 
see skits featuring Jim Nolander (Pastor Adam), 
his struggles, and how God provided for him

Not only were we thankful to have the children’s choir with us 
during worship, but also in our homes. Families graciously 
hosted children and chaperones (“aunties” and “uncles”).

VBS closing celebration: The kids shared the themes from each 
day which include these promises: When you’re lonely, 

worried, struggling, or powerless -- Jesus rescues! 



Campers of all ages enjoyed what camp had to offer:  
pingpong, Bible study, worship, and much more! Family 

Camp closed with parents and kids sharing s’more together.

During Summer Serve, landscaping and painting were just
 some of projects these high school students tackled 

while serving in Minneapolis.
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throughout the week. Parents, middle and high 
school students, musicians, and Wapo leaders 
shared their love and commitment to our kids. 
Kelly Stavedahl spent the week doing skits, and 
singing with each group of kids as they made their 
rotations each day. “From day one, I was hooked!  
There is such an excitement surrounding VBS.  I 
truly feel the spirit of God singing and teaching 
the songs to the children.  Recently, I was at the 
grocery store when behind was one of kids and 
heard her singing at the top of her lungs I Won’t 
Worry from this year.  It’s so awesome to know 
that the music and message carries on! The music 
and skit portion of the day, express the love and 
teachings of Jesus in a fun and exciting way!” 

The woods of Camp Onomia were full of faith 
explortion as students and family attended camp. 
Whether kids spent 24 hours or a whole week at 
camp, they were immersed in holy play. Michelle 
Busch shared what it was like driving her daugh-
ter home after the week, “Pretty much everything 
you can imagine a kid enjoying is what I heard 
about, but here’s the one that made my heart sing: 
my daughter told me her group “dove deep” into

Bible Study, and she loved it. Her couselor was 
fantastic! She related well to the girls and walked 
them through these studies with grace.”   

In July, our Director of Student Ministries, John 
Holt, led a group trip of high school students 
from SOLLC. They served the congregation of 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Minneapolis. Not 
only did these students learn to serve, but they 
built community within the group through new 
friendships and shared experiences of service 
and leadership. 

Jackson Larscheid, a 10th grade student shared 
that this trip “made you feel like you have a 
purpose, and it builds your faith in relationship 
with God”. His experience on the trip gave him 
hope, “knowing that you can make a difference 
in the world”. Andrei and Alina Oelberg, other 
on the trip students added, “Serving helps me 
feel God’s love through all the work we do” and 
“helping is fun because you get to help 
someone beyond yourself”. These young adults 
truly helped change the world!



One of the activities Living Water 
students participated in while at 
Urban Immersion was a povery 
simulation -- they faced the hard 
questions that those experiencing 
poverty face each and every day.

Our middle school Living Water students learned 
about poverty and shared gifts of service at the 
Urban Immersion Service Retreat Center 
(UISRC) this summer. The UISRC is an incredible 
ministry that hosts student groups in South 
Minneapolis to teach them about the issues 
many of our brothers and sisters in Christ face 
related to poverty. The UISRC also provides daily 
service opportunities for groups to build 
relationships and share God’s love with the 
community they are immersed in. 

One activity the students did was a poverty 
simulation where they experienced the difficult 
journey families face to make ends meet while 
living near or below the poverty line. Small 
groups acted as families to manage a monthly

Celebrating Joy
& Community!
How is God 
calling you 
this fall?

budget and visited multiple stations for housing, 
transportation, childcare, food, and other basic 
needs. Students were challenged to stretch their 
monthly paycheck to cover all of the basic 
necessities to provide a healthy happy life for 
their families. This was an incredible opportunity 
for our middle school students to grow in their 
faith and answer God’s call to serve others!

While summer comes to a close, we are 
grateful for the incredible time it provides for 
these unique ministry experiences! Thank you to 
everyone who supports these programs. These 
are all possible because of people -- like you! Stay 
tuned this fall for all the new programming with 
new gifts and opportunities for our community. 
Be sure to join us in embracing Holy Play as we 
make this transition into autumn!
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New Faces at SOLLC
Our new Director of Worship Arts, Josh Gaffga, his 
wife, Beth, and their daughter, Madeleine, come 
to us from Denver, CO where both Josh and Beth 
worked as teachers at Graland Country Day School. 
Beth taught 7th grade history and Josh taught 
middle school choir as well as produced and 
directed musicals. 

A degree in theatre at Davidson College led to work 
serving as a worship leader, Director of Worship 
Arts, Director of Youth Ministries, and employment 
as a full time actor and musician. “I loved working 
with students, helping them find their artistic voices 
and tell their stories during a crucial development 
time but I was being called back to ministry.”

Seing worship as a drama in four acts, Josh writes, 
“The players,are God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, 
worshippers, and the pastors and worship 
leadership. Act One: We gather before God, adoring 
and acknowledging God’s presence in our midst. 
Act Two: We invite God’s Word to take center stage 
through Scripture and hearing the message. Act 
Three takes us, as a family, to the Communion table 
in thanksgiving and response to God’s Word. And 
in Act Four, we call each other into service to our 
world, reminding each other that ‘God’s Work, Our 
Hands’, is a central tenet of our faith. And we leave, 
ready to put our faith to work in our communities.”

Josh is excited to team up with worship staff and 
volunteers to help create worship experiences that 
meet our call to love God and to love people.  

Fun Facts About the Gaffgas
Josh 
Recently solved a Rubik’s Cube with Google’s help. 
He wishes that the internet was around back when 
the Cube first premiered. 

Beth
Has conquered 10 marathons, including the Twin 
Cities Marathon (that’s over 262 miles)!  

Madeleine
Is four years old and named after two of her 
grandmothers (Madeleine Thompson and Ruby 
Gaffga). 
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Tending the Holy
Discovering Spiritual Direction

Spiritual direction is a practice that has been part of the 
Christian life for centuries.  It is a process that helps people 
tell their sacred stories, recognizing and responding to the 
presence and action of God in one’s daily life.  Reasons for 
attending spiritual direction include: desire to sense 
a more intimate relationship with God, times of 
discernment or finding a new spiritual practice.  

This is often done with an individual and a trained 
spiritual director or in a small group of people and a 
spiritual director. When in group process there is prayerful 
listening and response.  This requires a more 
contemplative approach. It is a time to listen to the 
Holy Spirit and what God may be intending.  

“Spiritual Direction group has given me the ability 
listen to God personally, giving me a deeper 

understanding of myself as a beloved child of God. 
I am so thankful!” -Sue G

Centering Prayer
An Ancient Practice for Today’s World
Throughout history, people have been drawn to a more 
individual approach to spiritual practice.  There comes 
a desire, a tapping on the shoulder for a more personal 
experience with God.  There comes a sense to move in 
deeper.  Alone.  With God.  

It is not uncommon to sense God in daily activities, like 
listening to music, walking in nature, hearing birds sing, 
children laugh, and even making a meal at the end of the

Interested in group spiritual direction beginning in October? 
Contact Pastor Karen at karentreat@sollc.org.
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Try It at Home
• Enter this practice to be totally open to God.  Sit down comfortably, 
think of a word you want will to use as a sacred word that will help in 
your quiet time in the presence of God.  Words like “Abba” “Jesus”, 
“come Lord”.  

• Quiet yourself, taking deep breathes to settle yourself. Closing your 
eyes begin to breathe in and breathe the word that you have chosen to 
be sacred.  Soon let go of the word and find the space to be open to the 
Divine.  

• As you quiet yourself, be realistic to thoughts that are going to arrive 
in your mind.  To do lists, recycling memories, old conversations.  All 
normal.  Welcome them and let them go without anxiety using your 
sacred word to re-center.  

• In the practice, these thoughts will become insignificant.  Be 
friendly to these thoughts, a welcome attitude but then letting of 
those thoughts by focusing on your sacred word.  Moving to an interior 
silence.  

• After 20 minutes, return thanking God for this time spent together.

Centering Prayer 
Six Week Session

Monday, Sept. 30 - Monday, Nov. 4
9:45-10:15am

Register online or contact Pastor Karen at 
karentreat@sollc.org.

day for the family.  What makes these moments a 
spiritual practice to make actual acknowledgment 
that this time is about paying attention to the 
relationship with God?  Taking a brief spell to 
acknowledge the Presence. 

Spiritual practices that take time set apart in quiet 
prayer are considered contemplative prayer 
practices. In our tremendously busy lives, 
contemplative prayer allows us to find time to still 
ourselves and really notice.  It becomes a 
practice because in the continued act of quiet 
there is a getting to a more full sense of the activity 
that opens our hearts to feel God, God’s love and 
God’s attention.  Like a daily exercise routine, the 
act of being quiet regularly allows time for God to 

communicate instead of just us doing all the 
talking.  Like physical exercise, sometimes hard to 
begin, we realize how much better we feel and how 
much stronger we can be if we keep the routine in 
our lives. The same is true for Centering Prayer. 

Centering Prayer has a set process to follow to help 
in the practice itself.  At the same time, it is a fluid 
prayer that is forgiving and transformative.  It is a 
time of intentional silence that at first feels like an 
“inner sanctuary”.  But as the practice continues it 
is that place that all else flows into your life.  It 
becomes that connectedness to God that cannot 
be easily shaken.  It becomes what the disciple 
Paul said, “whether I live or die, I am the Lord’s”.  

Introduction to
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Green Season in Outreach

Growing Food and Giving Life
It feels like Eden right now in the Shepherds Path 
Community Garden (SPCG), and it looks like it, 
too! Green bursts from every plot and rainbows 
of flowers overflow, but that’s only the start. Even 
more captivatingly, the community and peace of 
the garden is bringing life to all kinds of people; 
abundance of fresh and delicious food for families 
on tight budgets, a centering oasis of solace for 
busy and worry-filled minds, and an intersection 
of connection with other gardeners, nature, and 
beauty. New soil, sheds with tools, sculptures, a 
small library, and chairs for reclining have also 
added to the experience this year. Sound enticing? 
Contact Katy at katyhallberg@integra.net about 
gardening with us next year! 

Brighter Steps Forward
With Creation Care Team leadership, the SOLLC 
Council voted to work our way to Carbon 
Neutrality by 2030! We’re beginning to track our 
energy and material usage, make preliminary 
changes, consider alternatives/upgrades, and talk 
about offsetting our facility’s energy usage with 
Renewable Energy Credits (RECs). A generous 
gift from the Garage Sale is helping SOLLC get the 
most environmental “bang for our buck” with new 
LED parking lot lights that will pay for themselves 
in the next year and a half - Thank You! How can 
you help? Make a designated gift toward “Carbon 
Neutrality” and ask your own energy providers 
about RECs or signing up for wind/solar energy!



Ministry with McKenna Crossing
How Are We Creating the Connection?
One of the gifts of being part of SOLLC is the 
connections we have with the YMCA and with 
Presbyterian Homes and Services - McKenna 
Crossing Senior Living Community.  It is in the 
relationship of theses three separate entities that 
we see a whole -- Shepherd’s Path.

McKenna Crossing is a community houses people 
independently, needing some assistance, and two 
neighborhoods for those living with memory loss.  
McKenna has contracted with SOLLC to 
provide mid-week worship, Bible study, and 
pastoral care.  Pastor Karen Treat is the SOLLC 
pastor to McKenna.  In more recent years, the 
SOLLC pastoral role at McKenna  has grown.  It has 
been a gift for both communities, outreach 
growing to McKenna from SOLLC and to SOLLC 
from McKenna.  

Caring Friends Ministry, Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
Sunday School classes meeting with the residents 
of the Memory Care households each month, 
Living Water doing service projects and meeting 
with Residents of McKenna regularly are just a few 
ways SOLLC has found gift to be in relationship to 
McKenna. 

Residents from McKenna volunteer at SOLLC as 
well.  Weekly we have residents of McKenna 
volunteering at the Shepherd Welcome Desk.  
Big events like Feed My Starving Children or the 
Annual SOLLC Garage Sale are helped greatly by 
the Residents of McKenna. 

Being connected to the church is a common rea-
son residents choose McKenna Crossing as their 
home.  Being able to walk down their hall, through 
glass doors to Sunday worship is a big gift, espe-
cially on a cold wintry day.  

Many join Shepherd of the Lake to be their church 
home and join in with the small groups like ROME-
OS (Retired Old Men Eating Out), WXYZ (Willing 
Extra Years of Zest), and Golden New Neighbors 
provide for instant community through fellowship.  

The small groups mentioned are open to new 
members from McKenna Crossing and from our 

community outside of Shepherd’s Path.
Contact the church office for info on how to join.

For those who are needing to find a connection in a new 
community, this group is a way to share your story, 

your history, and be part of the church family.  
-Sandy B. describing Golden New Neighbors
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“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.” Matthew 22:37-39 

From Pastor Laila...
“Last year, I was a panelist for the Interfaith Circle event, 
“Who is My Neighbor?” It was an honor to be a part of this 
important conversation, and a reminder that at the heart 
of our faith traditions, we have more in common than we 
realize. The common thread that wove itself through our 
stories, experiences, diverse cultural backgrounds, and the 
sacred texts we referenced was God’s desire for us to know 
that we are loved, and to love one another.

We can love our neighbors by taking the time to learn 
about them. Using the book Honoring Our Neighbors’ 
Faith, we will learn about a variety of faith traditions that 
our neighbors practice. In this class, we will find the 
commonalities between our beliefs as ELCA Lutherans and 
those of others, honor our differences, and grow closer to 
God and one another in the process.”

Honoring Our Neighbor’s Faith
A Lutheran Perspective on Faith Traditions in America

Here’s how to get involved
• Register online at sollc.org/events or contact Pastor Laila. Cost is $15 for the book. 
• Discussions will be held most Wednesdays from October-April at both 11:30-1:00 (bring your lunch!) and      
   6:30-8:00pm. (Note: If you would like to discuss this material with a small group at a different time,   
   please contact Pastor Laila.)
• You do not need to be present for all the classes! Come when it works for you! 
• Register separately for site-visits. Additional cost may apply to site-visits. 



It’s All Connected
Approaching Ministry Holistically

Stretch & Pray

Bible Study

Faith in Cooking
This monthly meal-prep workshop feeds 
our spiritual, intellectual, financial, physical, 
emotional, and social/interpersonal 
wellbeing! Gather with friends from your 
faith community for this chef-led workshop. 
You’ll meet new people, learn how to prep 
healthy freezer meals, and leave with four 
meals to eat around a table with your family 
or friends for only $50. 

Plug in to one of our existing Bible studies, 
or start a new one! When we study scrip-
ture together, we nurture our spiritual, 
emotional, social/interpersonal, 
intellectual, and vocational wellbeing. 
Contact Pastor Laila for more info.

This weekly drop-in class promotes 
physical, emotional, social/interpersonal, 
intellectual, and spiritual wellbeing! Stretch 
your body, calm your mind, connect with 
God, learn new things, and meet people!
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When Jesus appeared to his disciples after his resurrection, 
he greeted them with one word, Shalom. Shalom is not just 
hello. Shalom translates to “may you be whole”. This is God’s 
intention for us! Spiritual wellbeing and connection with 
God is not its own separate piece of our lives. Spiritual 
wellbeing affects and is affected by our WHOLE lives and 
ALL aspects of our well-being! We are called to continually 
learn and grow into the wholeness that God has intended for 
us and for creation. Want to know more? Talk to Pastor Laila! 



Practicing Stewardship
Our Role in Supporting the Congregation
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Our congregation exists to be a witness and an 
instrument of God’s work in the world. The people 
of Shepherd of the Lake are living out this mission, 
touching the lives of thousands of people each and 
every day. As we belong to this community, not 
only do we receive the gifts of grace and love, we 
come together to support our ministry by giving 
of our time, energy, ideas, and our money. Here 
are some key ideas that can help you as you give to 
support the ministry of our congregation.

Annual Fund is the fund that pays the utilities, 
salaries, and the direct ministry costs of everything 
we do and most of what we give away to other 
organizations. Generally, this fund is slightly over 
$2 Million every year. Your weekly and monthly 
offerings go here unless otherwise specified. Of 
our over 1200 families, roughly 500 give regularly 
to support the Annual Fund.

Forward Together is a three year capital fund that 
we are in year one of. With over $1.7M raised or 
pledged to date, and a $2M goal, this fund is 
reducing our long-term indebtedness (which is 
improving our long term financial health), 
investing in new ministry initiatives, like our 
Director of Worship Arts and our Director of 
Student Ministries (think of it as seed money for 
ministries that will eventually be funded through 
the Annual Fund); and improving our building, 
especially our worship center. Over 300 of our 1200 
families have given to Forward Together. 

Sustaining Pledge is a term that we are now using 
to invite those individuals and families who have 
not yet given regularly to the Annual Fund to 
consider. $100 a month, or $1200 a year as a 
starting point to help provide a strong financial 
base for the congregation to grow from. 

Automated Giving is a very helpful way for you to 
make your financial support consistent. During the 
summer, in particular, this helps our ministry 
continue as our community is on vacation, at the 
cabin or at the lake. (See our website and hit the 
“give” button in the top right corner to learn more.)

We hope these are helpful ideas for you as you 
think about your support of our beautiful 
congregation and the work it does in Scott County 
and around the world. 

One area of the Annual Fund supports is Sunday School.  
This support covers the cost of staff and other supplies to 

make these experiences possible for our kids! 
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Small Group Spotlight

Birds of a Feather Celebrating Creation
“But ask the animals what they think—let them 
teach you; let the birds tell you what’s going on. Put 
your ear to the earth—learn the basics. Isn’t it clear 
that they all know that God is sovereign, that he 
holds all things in his hand.” Job 12:7-9

Shepherd’s Birding took flight about a year ago 
with a small group of interested individuals 
hoping to find an exhale from humankind’s some-
times exhausting daily life while learning out in 
God’s world, with birding, no matter the defini-
tion, as it’s basis. It has created new friendships 
around services at church, other small groups, 
and within the community.

Contact Brad at bgulstad@yahoo.com for upcoming 
dates and locations for Shepherd’s Birding

Serving God with Needle in Hand
“After directing choirs for 45 years and moving back 
to the metro area, I knew I needed to find another 
way to serve the Lord.  Finding there was no active 
quilting group at SOLLC, I organized the Peacemak-
ers and it has been an outlet for myself and others to 
come together to make quilts for various organiza-
tions, especially for the homeless shelters. We do all 
the sewing at home and meet weekly to tie and finish 
the quilts.  Our bond of fellowship and faith has been 
strengthened through our work and we pray whoever 
receives these quilts will know someone( and God) 
cares for them.” -Lee Krueger 

Peacemakers Quilters meets
Thursdays at 1pm in Room 142
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Fall into Autumn
with Shepherd of the Lake
In addition to small groups, outreach ministries, 
lifelong learning, weekly worship, Sunday School, 
Living Water, and our emerging high school 
ministry, there are some other special community 
events that we are extra excited for and we hope 
you are too! Check out all the details below:

SOLLC Tailgate Party
After a rain out in 2017, we are excited for a second 
chance at celebration! This all-congregational, 
family-friendly event is open to the whole 
community. Play some games, watch the game on 
the big screen, listen to live music, enjoy a 
beverage, and experience church in a new way. 
Wear your favorite team gear, bring some lawn 
chairs, and come for this fall party as we celebrate 
together in the parking lot -- this church will truly 
leave the building on the 30th -- so join us with you 
friends and family!

Golf Tournament
Each year, golfers, sponsors, and an enthusiastic 
crowd gather at The Wilds Golf Club. This event 
creates a time and space for our church 
community to get to know our neighbors.  Pros 
and hobbyists enjoy the outdoors, play the game, 
and converse with friends all while supporting 
the mission of Shepherd of the Lake. In addition, 
the staff and pastors partipate throughout the day 
leading up to a delicious meal at the club’s
resturant. All are welcome to come to this time of 
community on the course! 

Stay Connected
Let us know you’re interested & 
invite your friends through 
Facebook @shepherdofthelake
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Craft Fair
Started by a Sunday School volunteer 28 years ago, 
the Craft Fair has grown to be more than just an 
exchanging of goods. Now it is an example of one 
of the many micro communities that exists within 
the walls of the church. Each fall, vendors gather 
together as they set up booths and arrange 
displays, hoping to connect with other vendors, 
while also sharing their craftsmanship with 
browsing fair-goers. We are thankful for the over 
100 volunteers who help set up and manage the 
kitchen during the fair. The profit from this event, 
similar to the garage sale, supports a variety of 
ministries at Shepherd of the Lake. If you haven’t 
gone before, or haven’t gone in years, we 
encourage you to take a stroll, maybe even chat 
with some of SOLLC’s own vendors like Bruce 
Smith, Donna Madsen, or Pat Schroeder. And 
before you go, be sure to stop by the Upper Great 
Room for a bit to eat! 

See you this Autumn at 
Shepherd of the Lake!

Mark Your Calendars...

Be sure to check out pages 17 & 18 or 
go online to sollc.org/events for a complete 
listing of all our activities happening this fall.

Craft Fair

Tailgate Party

Golf Tournament
September 16 starting at 11:30am
The Wilds Golf Course

September 30 from 3:30-6:30pm
SOLLC Parking Lot

November 10 from 9am-4pm
Throughout SOLLC Building



www.sollc.org Happenings 952.230.2988

EARLY FAITH FORMATION
September 19 - October 10
Ages 18-36 months • Wednesdays from 5:00 - 5:45pm
Children will enjoy time with a special caregiver, exploring Bible 
stories each week in a fun, interactive way, meeting the needs of 
toddler and preschool development through faith discovery.
Register online at sollc.org. 

5TH & 6TH GRADE BOWLING RETREAT
September 21 • 6:30pm
Experience joy and fun while getting to know your small groups. 
This is a fun night to build relationships and go a little crazy. 
Register online at sollc.org.

OUTDOOR FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT
Friday, September 28 • 6:15-10:00pm
Location: SOLLC Courtyard, weather permitting

TGIF
Friday, November 16 • 6:30-9:00pm
Parents and kids of all ages
Need a night to just hang out with your family, meet other 
parents, and not have to worry about planning or cost? Thank 
God it’s Friday! Join us for family devotionals, crafts, YMCA 
swim, and a movie at McKenna! Register online at sollc.org.

COMMUNION 101
October 6 • 10:00am-1:30pm 
(Geared for youth entering 3rd and 4th Grade)
This half-day retreat helps youth and their parents grow into a 
deeper understanding of communion through fun lessons, v
ideos, and hands-on activities like baking communion bread 
and painting chalices.  Children who have completed the 
Communion 101 Retreat will be recognized on Sunday, October 
14 to celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion.  
Register online at sollc.org.

LIVING WATER COMMUNION 101
September 30 • 8:30am in Upper Great Room

MOONLIGHT MAYHEM
October 12-13 • 9pm-7am
Join us for a youth rally with guest musician and speaker, offsite 
games and activities, 3 choices for movies at the Shakopee 
Theater, and bowling at Bowlero. A high energy night for 
confirmation students to let loose and have fun. To chaperone, 
contact Pastor Adam. To register students, go online at sollc.org

WORSHIP & MUSIC
CHOIR
If you would like to sing with the 8:30 am Choir, please email our 
Interim Choir Director, JoAnna at joannajohnson@sollc.org.

10:30 AM VOCALISTS
We are beginning to create a team of vocalists for the 10:30 am 
worship service. If you are interested, please email our Director 
of Worship Arts, Josh at joshgaffga@sollc.org.

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND LIVING WATER REGISTRATION 
NOW OPEN
Registration for 2018/2019 open at sollc.org!
Sunday School begins with Rally Day on September 9 and Living 
Water begins on September 12. Living Water for 5th Graders 
begins on September 5. 

TUMBLING
Fall  Session Begins September 18
Winter Session Begins January 8
Ages 2-5 years old • Tuesday Evenings or Friday Mornings
Experience gymnastics techniques and large motor skills from 
an experienced coach in classes geared towards 2-5 year olds. 
Coordination, balance, following instructions, love of movement 
and positive energy release. This fun, kid-friendly environment 
has obstacle courses, balance beam and more. More info and 
registration is available online at sollc.org.

MUSIKGARTEN SESSIONS
Thursdays, September 20-December 13
Birth - 5 years old • 9:30 am, 10:15am, or 11:00am 
Our licensed Musikgarten teacher, Colleen Roess, will help your 
child develop listening skills, focused attention, imagination, 
creativity, and self-expression. Register online at sollc.org. 
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SMALL GROUPS
WEEKLY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
2nd Monday at 7:00pm in the Foundation Room

WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY
Thursdays at 10:00am in the Foundation Room

LIVING WATER MOMS’ BIBLE STUDY
3rd Tuesday at 7:00-8:15pm in lower level lounge room
Starting on October 16

MEN’S FAITH FELLOWSHIP
Tuesday, September 11 & 25, October 9 & 23, November 6 & 20, 
and December 4 & 18 at 7:00pm in the Foundation Room

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Every other Wednesday. Check eNews for more information.

VBP (VERY BUSY PEOPLE) BOOK FELLOWSHIP
2nd Tuesday at Caribou in Savage

MOMS MENTORING MOMS
1st & 3rd Wednesdays from 9:30-10:30 
Group will meet in the Nursery. Moms & Kids welcome.

MUGS, MUFFINS & MORE
2nd Saturday from 9:00-10:30am in Upper Great Room
Resumes in October

COMMUTE & CONNECT
1st Thursday with Pastor Dan, 6:45-7:45am

WXYZ
2nd Thursday at Noon in the Upper Great Room

ROMEOS
3nd Thursday at Noon in the McKenna Community Room

GOLDEN NEW NEIGHBORS
2nd Tuesday t 3:00pm in the McKenna Crossing Club Lounge

YOUNG ADULT BOOK STUDY
3rd Sunday from 1-3pm at The Spring at Egan in Savage
Begins Sept 16
Contact Rachel at astruprachel@gmail.com for more info

Many more small groups are available and waiting for you! 
Learn more at sollc.org.

LIFELONG LEARNING
FAITH IN COOKING: 
HEALTHY FREEZER MEAL WORKSHOPS
Sundays, October 14 & November 11 from  3:00-5:00pm
$50 registration includes instruction and four family-size meals. 

STRETCH & PRAY
Tuesdays, September 25-April 30 at 7:00pm
Learn to use your breath as a form of wordless prayer or 
meditation.  By focusing on our breath through a series of gentle 
stretches, we will work toward finding a place of deep peace 
within ourselves, and help us find this place of peace in our daily 
lives.  Weekly drop-in classes. Free will donation. See website 
and weekly email for details. 

“WHAT IS RELIGION?”
Wednesdays, September 19-October 3 at 6:30-8:00pm 
Join Pastor Laila and Rev. Dr. Trish Vanni for this 3-session class 
on the nature of religion and the human experience with the 
divine. No cost. Please register online at sollc.org or contact 
Pastor Laila.

OUTREACH

SIMPSON HOUSE 2018 DATES
September 16 • October 28 • November 18
We monthly send groups to purchase, prepare, and serve a hot 
meal for 100 homeless guests at this Minneapolis overnight 
shelter. Bring your group or join one already going! Learn more 
about serving at Simpson House at sollc.org

FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD 2018/19 WEEK
Sunday, December 30 - January 6
Help provide a meal, hospitality, fun activities, or 
accommodations for homeless SW Metro families with children, 
working toward independence. We host FMF families overnight 
at Shepherd of the Lake, for a full week each quarter. Sign up at 
sollc.org to lend a hand in this meaningful ministry!

MEMORIAL BLOOD MOBILE
Sunday, September 16 & November 18 at 8:00am
You can save lives in 3 ways (platelets, red blood cells, and 
plasma) by donating at our quarterly blood drive. Email 
kmvongutengmail.com to register or with questions.

These are just a few ways to be involved. Check the website 
for a complete list of outreach ministries at sollc.org.
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NEW WORSHIP TIMES STARTING SEPTEMBER 9
8:30am - Traditional & 10:30am - Contemporary 

CONNECT WITH US!

Senior Pastor Dan Poffenberger
Communication Director Karolina Stark 
Office Hours Monday - Friday 9:00am - 4:00pm 

3611 North Berens Road NW | Prior Lake, MN 55379
www.sollc.org | 952.230.2988

3611 North Berens Road NW 
Prior Lake, MN 55379
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