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What is the Forward Together 
capital funding campaign all about?  

Here are answers to some of the 
most frequently asked questions.

How does this affect my annual giving?
It doesn’t! Your giving to Forward Together 
is  a separate commitment, over and above 
any amounts you give to our annual budget. 

How long does my commitment last?
The giving period for this campaign will be 
three years, from January 1, 2018 to  
December 31, 2020. Your response card will 
give you options on how to configure your 
gift since not all people will want to give in 
the same way. Some will give one large, up-
front gift while others will give a designated 
amount each week, month, etc.

May gifts other than cash be made?
Absolutely! You are encouraged to think of 
assets in addition to cash. For many people, 
this is the best way to give. Giving stocks, 
property, cars or other appreciated assets 
as a charitable donation can provide tax 
benefits for you. If you would like to discuss 
these opportunities, call our campaign 
consultant Jeff Kjellberg at (651) 274-0159, or 
his company, Kairos and Associates, at  
(800) 851-3001, ext. 410.

How do I decide how much to give?
This is a very personal decision between you 
and God. Here are some guidelines for your 
consideration:

• Reflect on your blessings

• Ask God for direction

• Read through your devotional booklet

• Pray and meditate over a period of time 
and be open to the Spirit



• Hire a Director of Worship Arts to enhance 
our beautiful worship center and outstanding 
pastoral team.

• Create ways to increase our impact on 
families and individuals in need in our 
community.

• Expand Feed My Starving Children events to 
include more packing days and people.

• Invest in relationships with the ELCA’s Young 
Adults in Global Mission; connecting us with 
global neighbors and a new generation of 
servant leaders to inspire our young people 
towards a life of service.

What will happen after this campaign is 
completed in three years?
Blessed with abundant giving, we will be a 
much healthier congregation financially, while 
continuing to grow our community and carry 
out our mission.

• We will have a mortgage that is sustainable 
through monthly payments from our annual 
operating budget.

• We will have an updated facility that better 
serves our needs.

• We will have grown our staff, ministries 
and outreach efforts to better serve our 
congregation, community and the world.

In three or four years, we can imagine beginning 
a new campaign, to help us achieve new goals 
and dreams to carry out God’s work in the 
world.

What will our mortgage look like after 
three years if we meet the $2 million goal?
At the beginning of 2017 there was $10 
million of debt remaining from the original 
construction of the church and campus. 
Combining $1 million from this campaign 
with recent land sales netting $2 million 
will reduce this debt by approximately 30% 
to $7 million. It represents a significant 
step towards greater financial health and 
sustainability for the congregation.

The long-term vision is to pay down our 
indebtedness to a level that can be managed 
through our annual ministry budget without 
limiting our ability to grow and expand our 
mission. Our mortgage lender Thrivent 
Financial has been an incredible partner 
and continues to work with us.

Please join us for the informational session 
“Indebtedness” on Sunday, December 3 
at 11:45am (Upper Great Room) to learn 
more and get your questions regarding our 
mortgage answered.

How will you track the Forward Together 
campaign funds and progress towards the 
goals?
All capital campaign funds will be 
accounted for and tracked separately from 
our annual giving and annual budget. 
The capital campaign team, along with 
the Church Council, will provide regular 
updates to the congregation on how the 
funds are helping us meet the goals of the 
Forward Together campaign.

Why are we conducting the Forward 
Together capital funding campaign now?
Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church 
has renewed energy, positive momentum, 
participation growth and a tangible vibrancy. 
We are ready to renew our mission and 
deepen our sense of community. First, we 
need to be financially healthy and invest 
in our future. That is made possible by a 
successful capital campaign. 

What are the specific campaign goals?
Our goal over the next three years is to raise  
$2 million above our current annual giving. 
This would allow us to:
Pay down $1 million of the mortgage 
principal.

Make enhancements to the building:

• Improve spaces to engage with the parents 
of Living Water families on Wednesday 
nights, providing ways to experience 
worship, community and service.

• Improve the Upper Path, creating new 
ways to experience community on Sunday 
mornings.

Carry out our mission and ministries:

• Hire for and develop a senior high student 
ministry that helps young people lead 
joyful, grateful and generous lives in service 
to God and neighbor.

• Create a camp ministry where youth 
can experience mountain-top faith and 
enduring friendships.


