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September 2019 - November 2019

WELCOME

What, it is Fall already? How can that possibly be?
I hope you had a great and fulfilling summer, full of re-connecting,
re-considering, re-creating, and re-centering. Summer is a good time to
return to ourselves and to connect with God and God’s sacred and precious
creation.
This fall we are going to be celebrating and focusing on the values of
Shepherd of the Lake. The values that guide our work and lives are
important aspects of the mission we live out in the name of Jesus.
The Church Council is the group within SOLLC that holds our mission.
One aspect of mission is the values that guide our life and work. In the
past, it may have been enough to claim our identity as Lutheran Christians
to inform people of our values. In a culture where more and more people
are unchurched, this is no longer enough.
After a season of work with key ministry staff, the Council has discerned
and articulated the values that have been active in our community and
will lead us in celebrating the values of SOLLC under the banner of “Open
Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Table.”
In numerous ways, we will be celebrating these values over the course of
the next season of our life together, including in a fall worship series called
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Table.”
There are nine specific values – watch for the different ways they will be
expressed in the months to come.
PS - If you are a family who has children in “traveling” everything — sports,
arts, academics, or whatever — and your ability to be with your faith family
in Sunday morning worship is often limited, please take advantage of our
5:00 Sunday evening worship service that begins Sunday, October 6th. We
are starting with a 40-minute “unplugged” version of our 10:00 worship,
with weekly communion and some experiments as we go. Come, take part
and help us shape this new and important part of our life together.
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The Rev. Dr. Dan Poffenberger

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Table
September 8-November 3

Pastor Dan, Pastor Laila, and Pastor Adam will
be preaching about the values that the church
Council has recently affirmed, and which define
our church and our mission in this world.
Shepherd of the Lake welcomes everyone,
wherever they are on their faith journey with
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Table”.

Sunday Evening Service
Beginning October 6 at 5pm

If Sunday evenings are more convenient, then we
have a new service for you starting in October!
If you would like to receive more information
about this new contemporary service,
we’d love to hear from you:

WORSHIP TOGETHER

What We Value:

Text “sundayeve” to 97000
or sign up at the Welcome Desk
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“What does peace mean to you?”
“In a world that asks us to focus on the things that can separate us,
A Peace of My Mind invites us to explore the common humanity that connects us.”
– John Noltner, founder, A Peace of My Mind

A Peace of My Mind is a multimedia arts project built
around the simple question, “What does peace mean
to you?” Founded in 2009 by award-winning
Minnesota photographer John Noltner, the project
began as his effort to rediscover humanity in an increasingly polarized world.
With portraits and personal stories, ordinary people
reveal extraordinary insights into how we can work
toward common good and create a world that is more
just for all.
Holocaust survivors, refugees, artists, former
prisoners, teachers, immigrants, veterans, and more
share inspiring stories of compassion, forgiveness,
and transformation in a series that celebrates our
common experience and sense of community.
The stories have been shared at apeaceofmymind.net,
in two award-winning books, and in traveling exhibits
that are installed across the country.
A Peace of My Mind serves as a powerful catalyst for
community conversations about service to others,
civic responsibility, and social change. A
compelling storyteller, John Noltner draws on his
journey of discovery and the stories he has
encountered along the way to lead engaging
workshops, seminars, and keynote presentations.
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Ask yourself...

When you think of peace,
what memory comes to mind?
How does your faith impact your
view of social justice?
How do you work for justice and peace?
What is an example of when you
saw great peace in your life?

A Peace of My Mind
at Shepherd of the Lake
Photography Exhibit
December 1-16
Photo Studio Sessions
Sunday, December 8
Wednesday, December 11

Evening Speaking Event
Sunday, December 15

Learn more at apomm.net

What others are saying...
“John Noltner takes us on a unique journey filled with
revelations of courage and commitment, resilience and
hope. It is a beautiful journey that speaks to our innermost being. It touches us in a way that allows us to see
the world from a different perspective. Perhaps it will
inspire us to become peacemakers.” –Ela Gandhi, South
African peace activist and granddaughter of Mahatma
Gandhi
“These are stories of awakening the self, journeys of
anguish, retribution and forgiveness, drive, accomplishment and purpose. Read slowly, cherish each story,
listen deeply to shared words, and hold sacred the
lessons offered.” –Marilyn Turkovich, Director, Charter
for Compassion International
“A Peace of My Mind is one of the best examples of how
stories can heal. Through these portraits and testimonies we can see through the eyes of others, and so reach
across rifts of class, creed and race.”
–Marina Cantacuzino, Founder The Forgiveness Project
“Noltner has a gift for discovering and sharing stories
that inspire people of all ages to become their best
selves.” –Jan Selby, Director, BEYOND THE DIVIDE,
Quiet Island Films
“Noltner’s beautiful photographs surround us with such
a great cloud of witnesses for peace, that we can see
ourselves and our neighbors in them too, as real people
building bridges together.” – Rev. Nancy VictorinVangerud, Director of the Wesley Center for Spirituality,
Service, and Social Justice at Hamline University

Learn more about A Peace of My Mind
& John Noltner at apomm.net!

BUILDING COMMUNITY
Shepherd of the Lake is a large, beautiful congregation. We try hard to give people the opportunity to
connect with others and build a more vibrant sense of community. There are a few significant events this fall
for you to join and have some fun with the people you have seen at church but might not know all that well.

GOLF TOURNAMENT
The Golf Tournament is so much fun – great golf, food, and a chance to discover some church people with
whom you might have a lot in common. This long-standing, tremendously fun event features many of our
pastors and ministry staff sprinkled around the course to help you drive, putt, and have a great time! Contests
and fun abound! It is a great time to play some fall golf and get to know your pastors and staff in new ways.
SMALL GROUPS
Small Groups are places for you to plug in and go a bit deeper in relationships with a smaller number of
church friends. Some groups study and learn; others do life together, and some do hands-on service together.
Some eat great food and share a table! All of the groups exist to support you in your life and deepen your faith.
Along the way, you make some great, great friends!
TAILGATE PARTY
The Tailgate Party is a church block party that features great music, awesome food trucks, yard games, beer,
bounce houses, a video game truck and the broadcast of the Vikings-Bears game. Last year was the first-ever
Tailgate Party here, and it was SO. MUCH. FUN. Bring a lawn chair and wear some gear from your favorite
team and join in the festivities!! Bring your friends and neighbors – a good opportunity for them to see the fun
side of this special congregation!
CRAFT FAIR
The Craft Fair opens the doors of Shepherd of the Lake to our community and provides a great service — a
place for scores of craftspeople to share their creations with the world, and invites thousands of people into our
doors for a fun, amazing day.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Golf Tournament - September 8
Tailgate Party - September 29
Craft Fair - November 9
Break your large-church home down into a small community – join in one of our
many events and groups to find a place where you can grow!
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WALKING TOGETHER

For God alone my soul waits in silence; from Him comes my salvation, my fortress; I shall never be shaken. Psalm 62:1-2

It comes as the evening draws to a close — the urgent message on Instant Messaging from his 57-yearold brother in Seattle — just as the family was settling down for the nightly routine of popcorn and an
episode of “The Closer.” It is a message that has been given multiple times to other family members and
friends — those who won’t answer the message any more. “Help me. I have been clean for 18 days, and
I have nowhere to go.” It’s a story that’s too long to tell: “I lost my job — again. I need just $20 to get to
the Christian shelter three bus rides from where I am. It’s a good shelter; I have been there before...

Can you help me?
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Half a country away, the brother feels compassion
for his younger brother. What else can he do —
leave him with nothing, no place to lay his head,
without any hope? It’s agreed that $40 will be sent,
and the process of finding how to send it
electronically begins. All else is put on hold — the
popcorn and “The Closer.” It would seem easy in
these days of amazing technology that sending
money would be fast, but that is not so if you have
been in treatment for a month, with not enough
income to pay for the services. Finally, the money
is sent. There is no word from the brother in
Seattle. His phone has died; it will be awhile before
he knows that aid is on its way.
A recently widowed mother of three young men
wonders often the best solution for her youngest
son. He has been dealing and using narcotics for
years, and she is at her wits’ end. She holds to her
boundaries to visit only when he’s clean. It’s hard
because that isn’t very often. She loves her son, as
only a mother can do; but it’s too much to witness
this disease destroying her son, with no ability to
help. You can’t stop an addict from using; only the
addict can stop using. But she loves him , not his
disease. A call comes on a Sunday morning: “Your
son has been found; he has overdosed on Fentanyl.
He has died.” Now, to pick up the pieces left behind
by her broken, lovely son. Now she must learn to
move on, holding on to the memory of a boy who
once could look up at the stars and look forward to
a new day.
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These are real stories that are not uncommon;
sadly, they really aren’t. They touch us all. It comes
by our own experience with a child or spouse. Or
through a friend or a neighbor down the street.
A co-worker. Maybe, all of them.
What is our hope as addiction and its consequences continue to rise in our society? From whom
does our help come? We have a loving God, and it
is that God to whom we look for how to love and
how to reveal salvation that is of and for this world.
As God’s children, we walk with each other, bring
strength where we can, and find ways to bring the
healing and hope that God longs for each of us to
know. That’s what we do, one day at a time.

Curious about resources
or need a listening ear?
Contact Pastor Karen
at karentreat@sollc.org

FAITH & ADDICTION
at Shepherd of the Lake

ADDICTION & FAITH CONFERENCE

September 20-22 at Double Tree in Bloomington, MN

A conference for clergy, care providers, and anyone at the intersection of
experiencing the devastation of addition and the amazing healing process of faith.
Register online at sollc.org/events

“CHANGE THE OUTCOME” DOCUMENTARY
October 2 at 6:30pm

Join us in viewing this documentary and Q&A panel. We’re inviting students 8th12th and families as well as opening this event to the greater community. Change
the Outcome was established in 2017 with the goal of developing educational
initiatives for people around drug use, addiction and the opioid epidemic.

“FACING ADVERSITY WITH GRACE”
Parenting Workshop Series

October 9 at 6:30pm - Communication & Conflict Resolution
October 23 at 6:30pm - Building Resilience
October 30 at 6:30pm - Developing & Sustaining Healthy Relationships

TWELVE STEP WEEKLY MEETINGS

AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) Mondays at 7pm
AL-Anon Tuesdays at 7pm
GA (Gamblers Anonymous) Saturdays at 6:30pm

Learn more at sollc.org/events

LEARNING TOGETHER
Lifelong Learning…Adult Faith Formation…
Adult Education…whatever you call it, there’s no
denying the magic that happens when we come
together to learn from one another, grow in our faith
and understanding, make new connections and
encounter God in the process.

Here are some of the Lifelong Learning opportunities for Fall.
How might God be calling you to grow this season?

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY

Is financial stress keeping you from living your best life?
Join Matt Hansen for Financial Peace University at
Shepherd of the Lake! Wednesdays September 18
-November 20 (No class October 16). Matt is a certified
Ramsey Solutions Master Financial Coach, and holds a
bachelor’s degree in Finance with majors in Financial
Planning and Insurance, and Institutional Finance.
Matt’s passion is helping people take control of their
finances and live into the freedom and joy of financial
health. Details and registration at sollc.org/events, or
contact Pastor Laila Barr.

DIALOGUES ON: THE REFUGEE CRISIS

The Refugee Crisis is a difficult topic, both at a local
community level and from a national policy perspective. As people of faith, how are we called to respond to
this crisis? Pastor Dan and Pastor Laila will lead participants through an 8-session, respectful conversation
using the Dialogues On: The Refugees Crisis curriculum
from the ELCA’s own publishing house. It offers unique
perspectives from renowned organizations such as
11 | September 2019 - November 2019 Issue

World Relief and Church World Service that provide
insight into refugee stories and experiences, as well as
differing dialogues on today’s situation for refugees in
America. Wednesdays beginning September 25 at either
11:30am-1pm or 6:30-8pm (choose your session when
you register). To learn more or reserve your spot, please
contact Pastor Laila at lailabarr@sollc.org.

STRETCH & PRAY

Learn to use your breath as a form of wordless prayer, or
meditation. By focusing on our breath through a series
of gentle stretches, we will work toward finding a place
of deep peace within ourselves, and help us find this
place of peace in our daily lives. Weekly drop-in classes.
Free will donation. September 24, 2019- April 28, 2020
from 7-8pm in Room 162B.

HONORING OUR NEIGHBORS’ FAITH

Back by popular demand! This 6 session class will
introduce you to the basics of Judaism, Islam, and
Hinduism. In addition to the readings, class discussions, and guest lectures we will visit a synagogue, a
mosque and the Hindu Temple of Minnesota. Love your
neighbors by learning about their faith – and
celebrating our shared humanity! Mondays, September
23-October 28 from 6:30-8pm. Register at sollc.org/
events or contact Pastor Laila to reserve your spot!

SMALL GROUPS

Small Groups are a great way to grow in your
relationship with God and with other people who may
be in the same stage of life, have similar passions for

service, love the same activities you do, are interested in
extended learning opportunities, or some combination
of the above!
Fall Small Group Sampler will begin the 4th week of
September. Small Group Sampler is a short, 4-8 session
Small Group around a specific topic, study, or activity.
Find Small Group Sampler options at sollc.org, or
contact Pastor Laila at lailabarr@sollc.org.
Or…try out an Open Small Group! There are several
Small Groups that are ongoing and always open to new
participants. Contact the group facilitator or Pastor
Laila Barr for more information.
As always, if you have an idea for a small group you’d
like to lead, please contact Pastor Laila Barr. All ideas
are welcome!! We will provide you with coaching and
help with resources for your group.

Grant

LEADERSHIP

Pastor Dan received a significant 5-year grant from
the Lilly Foundation to create a set of experiences
that will help young-in-their careers clergy to prepare
for leadership in larger congregations. The result is
the creation of “Leadership on The Way” — a
two-year program for two cohorts of 25 clergy that
will help them develop their leadership skills. The
nearly $1 Million grant has allowed Pastor Dan and
the Leadership on the Way Board to create learning
intensives that draw from the best learnings of
for-profit and non-profit organizations, spiritual
leaders, artists, coaches and other resources. These
intensives will be located around the country, and
the Leadership on The Way program will
eventually train up to 50 leaders for leadership in
places like Shepherd of the Lake and allow them
to be healthy, effective leaders for their careers.

Heidi Busch, one of our congregation members, is
the Administrator for Leadership on the Way and is
helping this emerging program take shape. The Council
President, Jeff Taxdahl, is also on the Program Board.
Learn more about Leadership on The Way,
by visiting www.leadershipontheway.com.

NEW BEGINNINGS
A PRESCHOOL PERSPECTIVE

We couldn’t be more excited for the 2019-2020 school year - a new
beginning with new students, a new four day classroom option, and a
new teacher! We go into the school year filled with joy and anticipation
for what this year has in store for us.
As the school year starts, it will be fun to watch friendships evolve and
families become connected with one another. We value developing a
partnership with our families and working together to make the year
successful for each of the students as they learn and grow.
This year we have added a new Pre K class which meets Monday-Thursday
morning from 8:50-11:20 taught by Ms. Dawn and Ms. Courtney. It has
been a very popular option for families that are looking for more than
3 days a week. With the addition of this class, we’re able to add 16 families
to the program, serving 150 families total!

NEW YEAR, NEW TEACHER

With the expansion of the new class, we needed to add another teacher
to the team. We are excited to announce that Ms. Ann Janisch has joined
the Shepherd’s Flock Family. She will be teaching the MWF morning class
and the T/TH morning and afternoon class. Ms. Ann lives in Savage with
her husband and three children; a son 16 and daughters 13 and 10. They
keep busy with soccer, hockey, gymnastics, percussion, violin, singing and
dancing. As a family they enjoy traveling, camping, family game nights and
watching movies. Ms. Ann has a BA in Psychology and a Masters in Social
Work. She worked 8 years in the field as a therapist in residential treatment
centers, schools and an outpatient clinic. Then she chose to stay home
with her 3 children full time. During that time she sold Usborne books and
still does. About 2 ½ years ago she decided to follow her true passion –
teaching - and became a preschool teacher where she can sing, dance,
read, paint, play, motivate, empower, nurture, share, pray and TEACH!
Please stop by and welcome Ms. Ann to Shepherd’s Flock Preschool!

Learn more about Shepherd’s Flock Preschool at sollc.org!

Outreach Spotlight
Families Moving Forward

Sometimes an illness, the loss of a job or car, or a
family emergency is all it takes for a family with
children to become homeless. Currently, in our SW
Metro area there is a total lack of shelters who will
take these local families. Families Moving Forward
(FMF) is a collaboration of churches in the SW
Metro that have banded together in response to this
need, housing up to 4 families with children at a
time, as they receive supportive services and regain
stability. Shepherd of the Lake is a founding member of this ministry, and hosts families four times a
year in our own church building, for one week at a
time, and rotating through other churches
throughout the year. It’s a lot of work, but it’s also
fun and extremely rewarding! Sign up to serve your
neighbors in need at sollc.org/events.

Camp Esperanza

Shepherd of the Lake once again partnered with
New Creation Church to host a back-to-school fair
benefiting the youth of Camp Esperanza. The fair
included community and social service resources, face
painting, vision screenings, and much more - along
with a new backpack full of school supplies for each
child in attendance. The Community Needs Team
worked hard to plan, organize, and execute this event
and could not have done it without the generous
donations from the Shepherd of the Lake community!
Thank you for supporting this ministry!

Learn more about all of our Outreach
Opportunities at sollc.org/connect/outreach!
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CYF SUMMER RECAP

Our SOLLC Children, Youth, and Families had an exciting
summer diving into Vacation Bible School and Camp Onomia!
Our VBS program kicked off in June and included more than 350
children, 40 adult leaders, and 115 students leaders. Children
danced and sang, played games, created art, learned about the Bible,
and so much more. Laughter and energy filled the building each
day as kids explored God’s goodness and celebrated a ferocious
faith that powers them through this wild life.
Everyone had an awesome experience at Camp Onomia this summer.
Our Pioneers (K-2nd) enjoyed a two day experience with a care giver
present. Our 2nd-4th graders participated in a four day experience
and our 5th-8th graders participated in a six day experience. Bible
lessons, games, swimming and canoeing, crafts, campfires, and that
was just the beginning! Campers deepened their relationship with
God and made friendships that will last a lifetime!
A big shout out to all of our staff and
adult volunteers leading camp this summer!
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Happenings

WORSHIP & ARTS
VOCALESSENCE CONCERT
Saturday, September 7 at 7pm
Shepherd of the Lake will be presenting an event featuring MN’s
own critically acclaimed vocal ensemble, VocalEssence! The
VocalEssence Ensemble Singers will be returning from their 7
day Mexico City Tour on Labor Day and the event at SOLLC the
following Saturday will be their homecoming concert, featuring
music from the tour. For more information, head to sollc.org or
contact the church office.
SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE BAND AUDITION
We are holding band auditions for this worship service.
Contact Josh at joshgaffga@sollc.org if you are interested for
more information.
REQUIEM CHOIR: We are introducing another ensemble that
focuses primarily on leading hymns and worship music for
funerals and memorial services. Requiem is the Latin word for
rest and was the name picked for this choir as we will focus on
helping families put their loved ones who have passed on to rest
through song. This choir will meet quarterly, based on
availability, to rehearse and will be available to families who
wish to utilize these volunteers to lead music for funerals.
For more info, contact JoAnna at joannajohnson@sollc.org.
YOUTH MUSIC: The youth music program is gearing up for the
fall and is currently recruiting student singers for
ensembles! Opportunities include formal vocal training, singing
in worship, singing at Minnesota Twins games, a formal concert
in December, and singing at service events. For more info, go to
sollc.org/connect/ children-youth-and-family or contact Patti at
pattiarntz@sollc.org.
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY
MUSIKGARTEN
First classes are September 16 & 19
Birth - 5 years old • Monday & Thursdays
Our licensed Musikgarten teacher, Colleen Roess, will help your
child develop listening skills, focused attention, imagination,
creativity, and self-expression. Register online at sollc.org.
TUMBLING
First classes are September 17 & 20
Ages 2-5 years old • Tuesday Evenings or Friday Mornings
Experience gymnastics techniques and large motor skills from
an experienced coach in classes. Coordination, balance,
following instructions, love of movement and positive energy release. Register at sollc.org/connect/ children-youth-and-family.
TGIF FAMILY EVENT
September 27
Need a night to just hang out with your family, meet other
parents, and not have to worry about planning? Register at sollc.
org/events
COMMUNION 101
Elementary - October 5 (Celebration October 13)
Living Water - October
The Communion 101 Retreat is students who have not yet
completed Communion Instruction. This retreat helps youth
and their parents grow in a deeper understand of communion
through fun lessons, videos, and activities like baking communion bread and painting chalices. Register at sollc.org/events
SR. HIGH HOUSE GROUPS
October 23, November 20, December 18
House Groups are a new ministry starting in October. House
groups are small groups that meet at designated leaders homes
one time per month for snacks, games, and bible study. Friends
are always welcome! Contact John at johnholt@sollc.org for
more information about High School House Groups, Service
Events, and Play Events.
MOONLIGHT MADNESS (LIVING WATER)
October 25
Join us for a high energy night for confirmation students to let
loose and have fun! Register online at sollc.org/events.

LIFELONG LEARNING
DIALOGUES ON: THE REFUGEE CRISIS
Pastor Dan and Pastor Laila will lead participants through an
8-session conversation using the Dialogues On: The Refugees
Crisis curriculum. Wednesdays September 25 – November 13
(no class October 16th) at either 11:30am-1pm or 6:30-8pm
(choose your session when you register).
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY
Wednesdays September 18-November 20 (No class October 16).
6:30-8pm. Details and registration at sollc.org/events,
or contact Pastor Laila at lailabarr@sollc.org.
STRETCH & PRAY
September 24, 2019- April 28, 2020 from 7pm-8pm
Learn to use your breath as a form of wordless prayer, or
meditation. Weekly drop-in classes. No registration, free will
donation.
HONORING OUR NEIGHBORS’ FAITH
Mondays, September 23-October 28 from 6:30-8pm.
Back by popular demand! Mix of lecture, discussion, and site
visits. Six sessions on Judaism, Islam, and Hinduism. Register at
sollc.org/events or contact Pastor Laila to reserve your spot!
SMALL GROUPS
Small Groups are a great way to grow in your relationship with
God and with other people who may be in the same stage in
life, have similar passions for service, are interested in extended
learning opportunities, or some combination of the three!
Check out our small groups online or contact Pastor Laila at
lailabarr@sollc.org if you have an idea to start your own!

Learn more about Lifelong Learning
& Small Group options at sollc.org.

OUTREACH
FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD
Sunday, October 20- Sunday, October 27
There are many ways to assist the several families experiencing
homelessness we host: Bring a meal, stay overnight, lead an
activity or more! Reserve your spot by visiting sollc.org/events
and click on Families Moving Forward to learn more!
MEMORIAL BLOOD DRIVE
September 22 & November 17, 7:30am—12noon
Your blood donation can make a difference.
Contact Karen at kmvonguten@gmail.com
952-440-1228 (home)
612-242-3366 (cell)
to register to donate or with any questions.

These are just a few ways to be involved. Visit
sollc.org for a complete list of outreach ministries.

CARE MINISTRY
“CHANGE THE OUTCOME” DOCUMENTARY
Wednesday, October 2 at 6:30pm
Join us in viewing this documentary and Q&A panel. We’re
inviting students 8th-12th and their families as well as opening
this event to the greater community. “Change the Outcome” was
established in July, 2017 with the goal of developing educational
initiatives for young people around drug use, addiction and the
opioid epidemic. Learn more at changetheoutcome.org/
FACING ADVERSITY WITH GRACE: PARENT WORKSHOPS
Wednesday, October 9 at 6:30pm (Effective Communication)
Wednesday, October 23 at 6:30pm (Self Regulation & Resilience)
Wednesday, October 30 at 6:30pm (Effective Relationships)
Learn more online at sollc.org/events and share a friend via our
Facebook event!

Curious about resources or need a listening ear?
Contact Pastor Karen at karentreat@sollc.org
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3611 North Berens Road NW
Prior Lake, MN 55379

FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED

WORSHIP TIMES
8:30am - Traditional & 10:30am - Contemporary
CONNECT WITH US!

Senior Pastor Dan Poffenberger
Communication Director Karolina Stark
Office Hours Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:00pm
3611 North Berens Road NW | Prior Lake, MN 55379
sollc.org | 952.230.2988
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