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of everyday people determined to help one 
another. God is always at work, even in the 
darkest of any of our days, to renew. 
In witness of God’s work, we are a community 

committed to the well-being of our 
neighbors and the renewal of all of 
creation. We live without fear, and 
we are willing to put aside our needs 
to love and serve our neighbors. 
I am proud of the sacrifices born 
by this congregation, and rest 
easily knowing that we have been 
a positive force in our community 
through this difficult time.

We turn now to the renewing of our 
congregation – celebrating these stories, only 
some of the countless ways God calls us now to 
ReNew. 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR DAN

RENEW
“BEHOLD, I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW”

Abeautiful promise winds itself throughout 
all of scripture. God is eternally at work, 

in all places, at all times, making all things 
new. This promise brings new from the things 
that are broken or lost through the 
power of healing, hope, and love. 

We continue to experience a 
season where much in our world is 
broken, stressed, and challenged. 
We have been isolated, suffered 
losses, and lived through a time 
we never imagined. Our families, 
our communities, and even our 
church, still struggle to find a 
sense of normalcy and health. During this 
strange time we have also seen God’s renewing 
work – glimpses of joy, discoveries of new 
ways of connection, the inbreaking of justice, 
the miracles of medicine, and the courage 

“God is always  
at work, even in  

the darkest of  
any of our days,  

to renew.” 
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This summer, students 
and families carried with 
them a renewed sense of 
optimism as we evolved 
our programming to 
safely gather in-person. 
SOLLC children, youth, 
and families truly lived 
out our congregational 
values of Open Hearts, 
Open Minds, and an 
Open Table!

Our CYF Summer at 
the Lake kicked off 

with Shepherd’s Flock 
Preschool Summer 
SPLASH program. 
Preschoolers explored 
our Big Backyard 
through planting & 
gardening, nature 
adventures, science, 
sports, and so much 
more. Speaking of 
explorers, our Great 
Outdoor Explore 
program gathered 0-5 
year olds and their 
parents/caregivers to 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY MINISTRIESsummer post

LIVING OUR VALUES

OPEN HEARTS
We value relationships. 
We value authenticity. 
We value transformation.

OPEN MINDS
We value intellectual curiosity, questions, and conversations.
We value tradition, but we are not traditionalists.
We value our neighbors’ faith.

OPEN TABLE
We value God’s radical welcome.
We value service as an act of love.
We value your story.



explore God’s creation 
through Bible stories 
and hands on fun. 
What a blessing to 
have our youngest 
kiddos experience 
God’s creation and 
unconditional love!

Our VBS program 
featured music, games, 
Bible stories, and care for 
one another. Our adult 
and student leaders were 
incredible mentors and 
brought endless energy 
and joy to each day. The 
Spirit was truly present 
and the energy in the 
building was a powerful 
reminder of God’s gift of 
community at SOLLC!

Student Ministry 
gathered to serve as 
a call to extend God’s 
table to all people in our 
community. Students 
served monthly at The 
Food Group warehouse 
packing fresh produce 
that will make its way to 
those in our community 
experiencing food 
insecurity. In one shift 
we packed 4,646 pounds 
of food providing over 
3,870 meals. 

SOLLC students also 
started the Student 
Garden Project in 
collaboration with our 
SOLLC Community 
Garden. Students and 
leaders prepared garden 
beds to plant vegetables 
that we will donate to the 
CAP agency food shelf. 
Gardening education and 
a greater understanding 
of food insecurity in 
our community was a 
powerful witness for 
everyone involved. 
Garden plots and work 
within this community 
will share a bounty 
of food and God’s 
unconditional love with 
our neighbors.

What a wonderful 
summer it has been and 
a reminder that God 
is truly present in this 
place through our Open 
Hearts, Open Minds, and 
an Open Table!



SHEPHERD’S PATH
COMMUNITY GARDEN

ESTABLISHED 2009

The Shepherd’s Path Community Garden had 
another growing season brimming with flowers, 
produce, and community connections. Garden 

members from throughout Prior Lake, Shakopee, 
and Savage grow everything from arugula to 

zinnias in their plots, and share several apple trees, 
shaded spaces, and growing tips with each other. 

At the Community Garden there’s no need for 
everyone to have one of every gardening tool -- 

they are shared and kept in common and 
the whole community is served. 



5   |   Fall 2021 Edition 

OUTREACH 
There’s a lot going on in the land of Outreach 
Ministries at SOLLC! Many of our ministries 
have shifted over the past year to respond to 
the multiple struggles of COVID-19, economic 
crisis, and the murder of George Floyd and the 
prevalence of racial injustice in the Twin Cities. It 
has been profound to witness and share in these 
shifts as we serve one another better. 

There have also been some pretty seismic shifts in 
two of our ministries that were already in motion 
before 2020 became 2020. In August, the Shepherd 
of the Lake Garage Sale held its 35th-and-Final 
Sale, going out with flair! This year, the sale raised 
$21,302! 

GARAGE SALE

THANK YOU
VOLUNTEERS

THANK YOU  
VOLUNTEERS



It is a holy act to give blessed rest to a beloved 
ministry after so many years and to do so with 
integrity and dignity. We give thanks for the 
loving and tenacious ministry of the Shepherd 
of the Lake Women of the ELCA chapter for 
stewarding this ministry over the years. We give 
thanks for the hundreds of volunteers who have 
given thousands of hours of time toward this sale. 
We give thanks for every person who has donated 
items that had life left in them and for every 
person who gave those items a new home. We 

Our blood drive ministry is also in a time of 
transition. During the stay-at-home portion of the 
pandemic, we held two drives and we have held 
a third since returning to in-person worship. Ms. 
Karen Von Guten, longtime coordinator of the 
blood drive, has served faithfully and is looking 
to train in a new coordinator. We are committed 
to continuing the lifesaving work of hosting blood 
drives at SOLLC with a new coordinator at the 
reins. If you are intrigued by this possibility, reach 
out to Pastor Korla to find out a bit more! 

BLOOD DRIVE

Connect with Outreach  
Questions? Email Pastor Korla  
at korlamasters@sollc.org
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ROOTED &  
GROWING

FUNDRAISING
Cards for a Cause replaced our annual Pancake Breakfast 
and Auction with overwhelming success!  We were specific 
with our goal of $5000, surpassed it, and were able to 
purchase chalkboard flowers and a sunshade umbrella 
giving our kids more outside space for play!

OPEN HOUSE
On May 17, we hosted our first in-person Open House since 
2019. A BINGO card led our current and new families to 
information about classes and CYF programming, build 
kits from the HomeDepot, music from the TeddyBear Band, 
and two food trucks. We were thankful for the chance to 
meet new families and have fun together!

SPLASH
In June and July, we SPLASH-ed (Summer Preschool: 
Learning, Adventuring, Sharing and Hands On) into 
summer with our brand new program! We got lots of  
fresh air by adventuring outside, learning about the  
natural world around us, and moving and grooving  
with our friends at McKenna Crossing. All in all,  
SPLASH was a great way to extend our year!  

 

Learn more about Shepherd’s Flock Preschool at  
sollc.org/preschool or email annjanish@sollc.org

While some programs were paused for the 
2020-2021 year, our school did not close. 
We received Public Health Support funds 
for child care along with support from our 
families that made this possible! 



WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU THERE!
LIVE MUSIC | VIKINGS FOOTBALL | FOOD TRUCKS | GAMES
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Everybody has a theology of stewardship. Think 
you don’t? That’s okay! At its heart, a theology 

of stewardship is simply what our faith has to say 
about who we are, whose we are, and how we use, 
share, distribute, and care for all that is in this 
world. For most of us, we have one without really 
knowing it, until we’re invited to think about what 
our theology of stewardship is. 

Communities (like Shepherd of the Lake, for 
example) also have a shared way of thinking 
about what God has to say about how we journey 

together as stewards of God’s good Creation and 
all that it has in it. Last Fall, a group of six people 
from this church set out to take a dive into the 
waters of stewardship and learn what our church’s 
theology of stewardship is, so that it can guide our 
life together. (If this sounds similar to the Values 
Statement, it is!) This statement will be a guide on 
the path rather than a strict rule. It is almost ready 
for the limelight! Stay tuned throughout the Fall 
and Winter for opportunities to learn more about 
this process and what we’ve learned about this 
place we love and serve.

WHAT IS A THEOLOGY OF 

STEWARDSHIP?
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WORSHIP
This fall, our worship life at Shepherd of the 
Lake is renewed. Each time we gather it is a 
unique expression of our celebration of what 
God is doing all around us. We’re renewed 
over and over in community, through prayer, 
and by the proclamation of God’s Good 
News. So even when we feel exhausted, 
God finds a way to renew us, every day (2 
Corinthians 4:16).

Beginning September 12, our worship 
times are 8:30am & 10am as we “fall” back 
into our new normal. Be on the look out as 
our digital services make the switch from 
prerecorded to live-stream!

MUSIC
We gather on Sundays to sing together, join 
voices in a choir, or make a joyful noise with 
an instrument. We remember that music is a 
gift of God to be celebrated. 

Information about our Vocal Ensembles, Bell  
Choir Ensembles, and Youth Ensembles can 
be found at sollc.org/music
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“We value intellectual curiosity, 
questions, and conversations. We 
engage faith with our whole selves – 
body, mind, and spirit.”  
– SOLLC Values Statement

At Shepherd of the Lake, we engage 
faith with our WHOLE selves – 
throughout our WHOLE lives! In 
his letter to the first-century church 
in Rome, Paul wrote, “Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your 
minds.” His words of wisdom hold 
true for the twenty-first century 
church in Prior Lake! 

Our staff is intentional about 
creating learning opportunities for 
all ages and life-stages that will hold 
space for everyone’s transformation 
and renewal. We sing songs about 
God’s love for us in Shepherd’s Flock 
Preschool; we hear foundational 
Bible stories in Sunday School; we 

ANIMATE: BIBLE
Mondays, October 4 – November 15

Pastor Laila and Pastor Karen will 
facilitate this faith formation series 
that explores seven big conversations 
about the Bible, including the canon, 
history, testaments, Gospels, genre, 
interpretation, and grace. 

EXPLORING OUR VALUES: 
BOOK CONVERSATIONS 
3rd Thursday, September – May 
6:30-8pm on Zoom

Each month we will read and discuss 
a book that corresponds with one of 
our values. Come for any or all of the 
conversations! 

COMMUNITY & CONVERSATION FOR ALL AGES

03 04

0201

LEARNING TOGETHER

INTERFAITH FRIENDS:  
THE VODCAST 
1st Friday of Each Month

In these short video podcasts, 
Pastor Laila talks with our interfaith 
neighbors about their faith traditions, 
cultures, foods, theologies, and 
experience of the divine! 

FINDING OUR FOOTING: 
MINI RETREAT
Saturday, October 2, 9:30-11:30am 

Join Pastor Karen and Pastor Laila 
as we set aside some time to process 
through the past year. You will 
come away with practical tools for 
connecting with God in body, mind, 
and spirit – whatever life may bring. 



LIVING WATER | CONFIRMATION 
Wednesdays from 6:30-8pm at SOLLC

Living Water is a fun and interactive program 
filled with music, games, learning, and small 
group time. Youth gather each Wednesday to 
learn faith fundamentals, explore the Bible, 
and have faith discussions with peers and adult 
leaders. 5th-8th Graders are welcomed and 
affirmed in this awesome ministry!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday Mornings at 8:30am and 10am

In Sunday School, preschool through 4th 
grade students play, laugh, sing, create and 
learn together! All are welcomed to join the 
Sunday School fun and be welcomed to love 
God, love others, and grow in faith through 
connection, curiosity, and community! 

learn about Lutheran theology and 
world religions in Living Water; we 
find our faith-footing together in 
High School house groups; and we 
engage our curiosity and expand our 
horizons in Lifelong Learning Bible 
studies, classes, and workshops.

Whether you’re an itty-bitty, and 
older adult, or somewhere in 
between, there’s something for 
YOU at Shepherd of the Lake! If 
you have questions or would like to 
learn more, please reach out to our 
ministry staff!
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Becca Richardson 
Director of Children’s Ministry
beccarichardson@sollc.org

MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH 
SCHOOL MINISTRY 
John Holt 
Director of Children, Youth, and 
Family Ministry
johnholt@sollc.org

LIFELONG LEARNING  
Pastor Laila Barr 
Pastor of Lifelong Learning
lailabarr@sollc.org

06

HIGH SCHOOL HOUSEGROUPS  

House groups are volunteer led small groups 
that create space for high school students 
to connect with each other and share what’s 
going on in their life and faith. Create your 
own or join an existing group this fall!

07
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BILL CHRISTIAN
“I have alcoholism in my family. 
As a retired family physician, I 
want to help families deal with the 
devastation caused from addiction.”

KRIS GRATZ
“I am a parent of a child with 
Substance Abuse Disorder. I am 
excited this ministry offers people to 
share their experience with substance 
abuse and find support.”

We all know someone that suffers from depression.  
Anxiety. Maybe bi-polar disease. We know people 

trapped in the cycle of addiction. Alcohol. Drugs. 
Loving the addict. Or it may be with our own selves.

We hold space for these struggles at our church.

The SOLLC Mental Health and Addiction Team formed 
last summer. Over the following months, the team 
trained with Faith Partners and developed the mission 
statement leading the work that is ahead.   

Over the coming months, look for resources, education 
for better understanding of these diseases, and how we 
can accompany each other with healing and hope.  

Lean more and watch our launch webinar by visiting 
sollc.org/connect/care-support  

OUR FACES, OUR STORIES

MENTAL HEALTH 
& ADDICTION TEAM

SUPPORT | ENCOURAGEMENT | COMMUNITY
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SHEILA MCNEILL
“I have experienced addiction/
mental health issues with my family 
and friends. I hope that this ministry 
allows others to share without 
embarrassment or shame.”

KRISTY PECK
“I have experience with addiction  
in my personal life. I am new to 
SOLLC and glad to be part of this 
important ministry.”

MELISSA ZAPPE 
“Let’s normalize conversations 
and connect to resources. I have 
experience with depression and  
anxiety, professional experience 
equipping kids with SEL skills.”

REV. KAREN TREAT
“I personally know living with the 
struggles of mental health and those 
struggling with addiction. I am so 
glad SOLLC is opening it’s arms to 
welcoming all on this journey.”



GROWING THROUGH LOSS
TUESDAYS, SEPTEMBER 14-OCTOBER 12 FROM 7-9PM

SOLLC is hosting the Growing Through Loss series this fall. GTL 
brings support for adults who have experienced loss in all areas 
of our lives, spouse, child, parent and loved ones. Also, loss in life 
transitions such job, health, relationships, and a pandemic. Each 
session is complete in itself. You are welcome to attend one or all.

LEARN MORE AND REGISTER AT SOLLC.ORG/EVENTS

MENTAL HEALTH & THE HOLIDAYS 
 

The holidays bring about many emotions. From joy to melancholy and grief. Gather in this unique 
time to reflect and learn practices to move through the season. Registration begins early November.

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE
The “Longest Night Service is named for the “longest night” in our calendar year. A time we often 

feel the “long night of the soul.” This Advent service reminds us of the One that brings light into this 
dark world. The baby born at night in a stable. Jesus Christ, “Emmanuel”- God with us.

If you’d like any more information about these opportunities,  
visit sollc.org/events or contact Pastor Karen at karentreat@sollc.org.
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This summer, the Church Council of 
Shepherd of the Lake met regularly 

to ask the missional question “What is 
God calling us to do for the next season 
of our life?” The Council recognizes that 
the world presents Shepherd of the Lake 
with new challenges and opportunities. 
The congregation has also changed in 
the last few years, moving into increased 
reputation in the community, and having 
generated a lot of impactful ministries 
and events. The staff is strong, trust is 
high, and there is a strong foundation to 
build upon. 

This renewed vision will form the basis 
for the development of our ministry and 
community, as well as the basis of the 
upcoming three year missional appeal to 
be launched in 2022. Stay tuned for more 
updates as vision develops!

A NOTE FROM  

THE CHURCH COUNCIL
WHAT IS GOD CALLING US TO DO FOR THE NEXT SEASON OF OUR LIFE?

ARE YOU RECEIVING OUR 
COMMUNITY EMAILS?
Scan the code or contact  
Kari Unruh at kariunruh@sollc.org
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MCKENNA CROSSING
McKenna has transitioned to a more “normal” pace. Visiting is 
open! Masking policy [as of this publication date] is required only 
of staff and unvaccinated visitors. 

As partners on Shepherd’s Path, McKenna residents have returned 
to Shepherd of the Lake for Sunday worship, Bible studies, as 
well as our Garage Sale. In spring and summer, Living Water 
students helped with cleaning around the building. The residents 
have enjoyed firsthand Shepherd’s Flock Summer SPLASH and 
look forward to preschool visits in the fall! Also, Patti Arntz is 
back directing the McKenna Choir which adds to the weekly 
Wednesday worship.  

 
YMCA OF THE NORTH
Over the past year, the YMCA has worked with community 
partners and leaders on re-imagining how to best serve the 
community. Through community discussions, it became apparent 
that there were many critical needs for youth, families, adults 
and seniors. The four focus areas resulted in aquatics, child 
care, wellbeing and fitness, and a resource center with support  
services. To best address these areas the Y and community 
partners have prioritized and will be continuing to pilot programs 
and services to meet these needs. 

FOOD DISTRIBUTION
This summer, the Y provided free non-perishable food packs 
with no questions asked for individuals and families. Thanks to 
Every Meal who has partnered with Y of the North to ensure all 
have access to healthy foods this summer. They will continue 
to communicate about any additional food distribution 
opportunities and events at the Y.

EMPLOYMENT
The Y continues to have job opportunities for both full time and 
part time positions. Visit ymcanorth.org/jobs to learn more.



SHEPHERD’S PATH MEMORIAL

COLUMBARIUM
with an engraved exterior bronze plaque. Together 
with Coldspring Columbarium, the team will break 
ground this fall on a columbarium set between the 
Worship Center and Horkey’s Pond, adjacent to the 
Courtyard.

Please consider making the “Shepherd’s Path 
Memorial Columbarium” a lasting resting place for 
you, your family, or friends of our community.

For more information, visit sollc.org/columbarium 
or call the church office at 952-230-2988.

Nestled in a unique place of creation, Shepherd 
of the Lake brings a sense of comfort and 

peace. In this space, we sing of God’s grace and love 
while witnessing the beauty of all four seasons. 

In the recent months, a team of invested and 
compassionate members have created plans for 
a columbarium as a final resting place for the 
members of SOLLC and the community around us. 
A columbarium is a group of small compartments 
or niches designed to hold the cremated remains 
of loved ones who have died. Each niche comes 
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CONNECT WITH US!

Worship with Us! Sundays at 8:30am & 10am or via YouTube
Office Hours Monday-Thursday from 10am-2pm

3611 North Berens Road NW | Prior Lake MN 55379
sollc.org | 952-230-2988
Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Table.

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church
3611 North Berens Road NW
Prior Lake, MN 55379
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