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ADVENT

LIGHT OF THE WORLD
Isaiah 42:5-9
Thus says God, the Lord, who created the
heavens and stretched them out, who spread out
the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath
to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it:
I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.

The Prophet Isaiah’s words are
commonly understood to be pointing
to Jesus as the light of the world. In this
season, we think, pray, and wonder
about how we as followers of Jesus can
join him in being light for this world.
That is our calling. To be people of light
in a world struggling in darkness.
This is our Advent worship –
let it be our Advent work.

I am the Lord, that is my name;
my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols.
See, the former things have come to pass, and new things
I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.
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1

Interfaith Friends

At SOLLC, we value our neighbors’ faith. We honor
the sacred stories of our neighbors as we learn from
one another and work together to foster a more just
and peaceful world. Pastor Laila hosts a vodcast on
our YouTube channel with our interfaith neighbors
about the ways they experience God through their
sacred stories, faith traditions, cultures, theologies,
and daily lives. New episodes drop on the first Friday
of every month.

2
Youth Christmas Program
December 12 at 8:30am & 10am
Our SOLLC youth choirs will lead us in a Christmas
Program called “We Wait.” Come experience an
original Advent story with wonderful music.
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3

Beer & Carols

4

Book Group

5

Sunday, December 12 at 5pm
Do you like Christmas carols? Do you enjoy visiting local
breweries? Do you like snacks? If you do, join us at the Shakopee
Brewhall [located at 124 1st Ave E in Shakopee] for Beer and
Carols! A band made up of SOLLC members and friends will
lead us in a sing-along. Songbooks are provided! The brewery sells
some snacks and welcomes outside food as well. Come join the fun!

December 16 from 6:30-8pm via Zoom
Join Pastor Laila as we read and discuss Finding God in the
Waves: How I Lost My Faith and Found It Again Through Science
a book by Mike McHargue. All are welcome!

Longest Night

December 21 on YouTube
The Longest Night Service is named for the longest night in our
calendar year. This Advent service reminds us of the One that
brings light into this dark world. The baby born at night in a stable.
Jesus Christ, Emmanuel - God with us.

WINTER 2021-22 EDITION | 3

6
Christmas Eve
December 24 at Noon, 2pm, 4pm, and 6pm
Join us this Christmas Eve as we explore how the holy birth shines the light of
hope, peace, love, and joy into our lives, then and now! We’ll worship together at
Noon, 2pm, (Traditional) 4pm, 6pm (Contemporary) in the Worship Center.
Additionally, our digital service will be premiering at
Noon on the Shepherd of the Lake YouTube Channel.
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8
Christmas Sweater Service
December 26 at 10am in the Worship Center
We’ll keep the Christmas celebration going with a
service of Scripture and singing! Wear your favorite
Christmas sweater or holiday outfit to worship.

7
Lessons & Carols
December 25 on YouTube
We are excited to once again feature our
youth choirs in “A Service of Lessons &
Carols”. This link will be sent out in the
morning on Christmas Day via email
and Facebook.

WINTER 2021-22 EDITION | 5

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Table.

are the core values of Shepherd of the Lake. As followers of Jesus, we strive to live out these values
as individuals and as a faith community because this is the way that Jesus showed up in the world. All
throughout scripture, Jesus opens himself up to share the love of God with whomever he meets, and
invites us to do the same. Here are a few of the ways that SOLLC members and friends are taking
Jesus up on his invitation and living their lives with Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Tables.
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Holding Space
We are truly blessed to have such dedicated, gifted, and
caring adult leaders in our Children, Youth, and Family
programs. Christie Doorenbos is a leader in our Living
Water Confirmation program. She is a wife, mom, and 5th grade teacher in
the Shakopee School District. If you have been around Christie, you know that
her energy and spirit is infectious! She is an incredible cheerleader for her 6th
grade boys Living Water group and offers a non-judgmental ear for students to
just show up and be themselves.
One of her greatest desires in working with students is to teach them about
their courageous faith. To share that there is a God who loves them and there is
nothing that will ever separate them from the love of God. She wants students
to believe in love and acceptance.
Christie shared some of her prayers for our students. “I pray that they will be
still, and know. I pray that they will reach out for help when they’re feeling low.
I pray that they will know deep in the fiber of their being that they are never,
ever, ever alone. I pray that they will be in relationship with Jesus and with each
other. I pray that they will learn to pray. I pray that they will feel accepted, and
prayed over, and welcomed, and safe in this space where each and every one of
them truly belongs.”
Christie feels that the best part of working with students is the relationships.
It’s creating space for their shenanigans, questions, struggles, and laughter. It
is about planting seeds of faith for our students to explore and understand for
themselves. Christie believes that our students will one day use their God given
gifts to change the world in amazing ways.
Christie shares her faith each and every day and seeks to empower our youth
to Love God and Love Others.

Munching & Ministry
Members of a SEGWay dinner group had a
mission: Find a project they could do together
that built community among themselves and with
our neighbors. But what to do? Dawn and Keith
Griebnow and Sheila and Mark McNeill had an
idea: Partner with our neighbors at Cristo Obrero
Lutheran Church!
The SEGWay group gathered in late September
to break bread and make an assembly line. With it
they put together over one hundred goodie bags
to celebrate Día de los Muertos. The bags included
some elements that would be familiar in a Halloween
bag, as well as some treats that are specific to the
celebration of Día de los Muertos.
There are many ways that Cristo Obrero and
Shepherd of the Lake have worked together over
the years. We have shared in ministry through our
partnership, working with youth and families alike
to support one another. Holidays are a particularly
special time for us to collaborate, as our SEGWay
group has learned.
It is a blessing to be in ministry with neighbors near
and far, as we learn how to walk with one another in
the way of Jesus.
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Sundaes on Sunday
David and Kelly Wolter and their family are among
the newest members of Shepherd of the Lake.
Part of the reason they chose SOLLC as their faith
community is because the community’s values align
with their own. David and Kelly truly are living out
the value of Open Table - or Open Driveway!
The Wolter family moved to a new neighborhood
in Prior Lake during the height of the coronavirus
pandemic which made it very difficult to meet new
people in the neighborhood beyond a friendly wave.
This September, after living in their house for over
a year, David and Kelly realized that they hardly
knew any of their neighbors. They set out to change
that with a sweet idea borrowed from one of Kelly’s
friends: Sundaes on Sunday. The Wolters went
door-to-door through the neighborhood, introducing
themselves, and handing out invitations to an ice
cream party in their driveway.
David said that quite a few people showed up. They
met several people they hadn’t met before. “We
got a chance to socialize with the neighbors, get to
know them.” The Wolters not only got to meet their
neighbors, they fostered a sense of community within
the neighborhood that will last for years to come.
Everyone knows they are welcome at the Wolter’s –
just as they are!

WINTER WORSHIP

AT SHEPHERD OF THE LAKE LUTHERAN CHURCH

FIRST THINGS FIRST
January begins a new year. A time to reflect on those things that keep us from
experiencing the fullness of God’s love. During this month, SOLLC will focus
on places in our lives - things, chemicals, relationships, and behaviors - that keep
us from experiencing all the fullness of God’s love. As we reflect, we begin to
recognize our need for help. Help that comes through God.

THE BIBLE IS “CLEAR” ON THIS...?
Every week in worship, we unpack Scripture looking for meaning. And while some
would say that understanding the Bible is a simple thing, we know that these stories
are full of complexity and nuance that God’s faithful people have wrestled with
for millennia. Come learn how the word of God is a living, breathing thing that can
provide abundant meaning to those who seek.

ANCHOR SERVICE | 8:30AM
Like an anchor keeps us from drifting off
from our origins, our first service lifts up the
traditions that we share. This service features
hymns old and new, choral music, and good
news for everyone.

COMPASS SERVICE | 10AM
The Compass service leads us down new
paths in worship, incorporating band-led and
modern songs. We explore new ways of being
community while still being rooted in our
shared history.
Fall 2021 Edition | 9

December 2021-February 2022

Ministry Features
Outreach

Families Moving Forward
In 2022, Shepherd of the Lake will continue to be a host
congregation through the Families Moving Forward
program. Exactly what form that takes is still coming
into focus, with a few of the important details still
being worked on by our partners at Beacon Interfaith
Housing Collaboration. But no matter the form, we will
continue to partner with FMF and we will continue to
offer ways for new folks and long-term volunteers alike
to participate in this important work. Keep an eye on the
church Facebook page for opportunities as they arise!

Lifelong Learning

Opening the Book of Faith:
Lutheran Insight for Bible Study
Want to study the bible, but don't know where to start?
Join us Tuesdays, January 11-February 1 (Time TBD) for
this introduction to the Bible and Lutheran perspectives
that guide our understanding of scripture. Together we
will explore four methods of Bible study and apply each
method to four Scripture texts. Check the sollc.org/events
for specific timing and location.
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Care

Speaking Event | January 22 at 9:30am
The SOLLC Mental Health and Addiction team invites
you to “First Things First: Learning about Addiction”,
a speaking event with Tim McMahan King. Tim is the
author of Addiction Nation and is an expert in the field
of addiction because of his own dependence to opioids
after a life-threatening illness. With his experience,
research, and theological understanding, Tim will give
light to the problem of addiction as a nation and how we
can find healing in a season that death from accidental
overdose is less a threat and more a consequence. All are
welcome. No experience necessary.

Interested in reading Tim’s book?
We’ll be reading it as part of our
Monthly Book Conversations where
we read and discuss books that
corresponds with our values.

Learn more about these and more
opportunities at sollc.org/events

What’s new with

Children, Youth, and Family Ministries?
Sunday School

It has been so fun to gather for music, Bible lessons,
and activities, in Sunday school each week! We ask
big questions about faith identity, our relationship
to God, and how we live God’s Word with an Open
Heart, Open Mind, and an Open Table. We focus on
relationships, a sense of belonging, and fun!
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Living Water
Living Water has gotten off to a great start this year. Many
of our families are so excited to be back in the building and
there is an awesome energy during Living Water. Each week,
we focus on ways that we can build community with one
another, learn about God, and wrestle with some questions
that we have about our faith. Over the last few weeks,
small groups have been serving the community through
projects like packing food at Feed My Starving Children,
raking leaves for senior citizens, “Trick-or-Treating” for
non-perishable food items, writing notes to veterans,
prepping baseball equipment to be shared with new players,
restocking shelves at ROCK, creating bags for people
experiencing homelessness, and much more!

Affirmation of Baptism
Our Affirmation of Baptism weekend was a wonderful
celebration of the 2021 confirmation class! Our amazing 9th
grade confirmands retraced their faith milestones through
the Right of Passage Service. On Reformation Sunday,
October 31, the community gathered as students affirmed
for themselves the promises that their parents, sponsors,
and congregation made for them at their baptism. They said
“yes” to living among God’s faithful people, to hear the word
of God, and share in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the good
news of Jesus Christ, to serve others, and to follow Jesus’
example to strive for a more justice and peace in the world.
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STAFF TRANSITIONS

ERIC FOERSTER

NICOLE KLEKNER

STUDENT MINISTRY COORDINATOR

FINANCE DIRECTOR

“Since coming to SOLLC, I have been so excited
about doing ministry back in the Twin Cities.
In my short time here, I’ve felt so welcomed
and am thankful for our families’ willingness to
join in the mission of our church. I have loved
getting to know our CYF families and really look
forward to building stronger relationships with
them over the next few months.”

“My husband Mark and I, along with our
3 children, have been members of SOLLC for
the last 4 years. We were brought here by the
welcoming culture and the vibrant children’s
ministry program. In a professional capacity
I have experience in auditing, finance and
accounting and am excited to bring my
experience here!”
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LACEY SKOGLUND

FINANCE ASSOCIATE

“My husband and I have three children in middle and
high school in Prior Lake Schools. We started attending
SOLLC when services were online. I am excited to be
a part of a team and learn lots of new things as well as
looking forward to meeting new people. I have worked
in many fields including accounting, coaching, and
office management. I also have a lot of volunteer church
experience with worship teams, children’s music, Sunday
school, women’s ministry, and event coordination.”

Our friends in

Preschool
COMMUNITY SPONSORS

Families and businesses have come together to show support
for Shepherd’s Flock Preschool by sporting and sponsoring
our signs. Some of our current sponsors are Carina Peterson of
Cal’s Market, and neighborhood realtors including: Nate Turk &
Leah Dexter, Alana Meyers, Mallorie Rife, Kelly Beck. If you or
your company are interested in sponsoring yard sign, contact
director, Ann Janisch by emailing annjanisch@sollc.org.

WHOLESOME CARE

As part of our commitment to offering physical, intellectual,
emotional, social, and spiritual nurturing, our teachers and
students have been wearing masks indoors. This has helped to
keep our friends safe and sound during the school-year so they
can continue to keep learning and having fun!

SUMMER & FALL REGISTRATION

We’re excited for Summer SPLASH registration to open on
January 6, 2022! Check back for Fall 2022 Programming
registration which opens on January 27, 2022. We offer half
day and full day options for children ages 33 months to 5 years
of age. In the mean time, you can schedule a tour to visit our
campus and learn first-hand about Shepherd’s Flock Preschool!

Learn more about Shepherd’s Flock Preschool at
sollc.org/preschool or email annjanish@sollc.org
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SOLLC THEOLOGY OF

STEWARDSHIP

Stewardship is an invitation to be part of something
greater than our self – an opportunity to join
in God’s life-giving work in the world. Faithful
stewardship is imperfect, fully human, and has
the power to unleash creativity and imagination
to transform lives, communities, and all Creation.
We do this with generous hearts, compassionate
minds, and the blessing of an abundant table.
GENEROUS HEARTS
All we have is from God. Stewardship is an
invitation to generosity and kindness, in gratitude
for God’s blessings and for the sake of people and
their stories.
We belong to each other. We will seek opportunities
to love each other with intention and earnestly
share our time, money, and hearts with each other.
We recognize inequity and injustice in our world
and community. Together, we will actively work
to dismantle systems that oppress and generously
support opportunities for equity and fairness.
COMPASSIONATE MINDS
We claim the inherent value of every human being.
Stewardship is an invitation to compassion and
mercy for the sake of Creation and the wellbeing
of all. We are all made in God’s image – unique,
beautiful and worthy of wellbeing. We see our
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neighbor’s suffering and commit our energy, time
and resources to help all to live in the fullness of life.
We acknowledge the brokenness of people and
our community. We vow to come alongside
every person with gentleness, empathy and
understanding, knowing that each child of God is
worthy of love, honor, and help.
ABUNDANT TABLE
We are created for interdependence and honor all
needs and all abilities to share. Stewardship is an
invitation to abundantly live and give for the sake
of people and their lives.
We claim God’s promise that there is enough for
all – that God’s table is open, thriving and abundant.
We freely and joyfully invite all to the table and
share our blessings, gifts, money, food, resources
with all in need.
We recognize that abundance does not always
translate to everyone having what they need. We
actively commit to helping the poor, the sick, those
in need, whom God loves richly.

SHEPHERD OF THE LAKE LUTHERAN CHURCH

ANNUAL MEETING

JANUARY 30 AT 11:15AM | HYBRID

Save-the-date for our Annual Meeting! This will be a
chance to come together (in-person and/or online)
to learn about the vision for the next year and reflect
on this past year! More information will be available
closer to the meeting date at sollc.org/events.

Photo taken prior to
mask mandate

ARE YOU RECEIVING OUR COMMUNITY EMAILS?
Scan the code or contact Kari Unruh at kariunruh@sollc.org
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CONNECT WITH US!

Worship with Us! Sundays at 8:30am & 10am or via YouTube
Office Hours Monday-Thursday from 10am-2pm
3611 North Berens Road NW | Prior Lake MN 55379
sollc.org | 952-230-2988
Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Table.

