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The origins of Lent were that one was to leave 
their old life behind to fast and prepare to be 

baptized into a new way of living. In essence, this 
was a practice of stepping away from corrupt power, 
scarcity mentality, and empty rituals in order to live 
a more expansive and full life of faith. And so, our 
Lenten theme, Full to the Brim, is an invitation—into a 
radically different Lent, into a full life. It’s an invitation 
to be authentically who you are, to counter scarcity 
and injustice at every turn, to pour out even more 
grace wherever it is needed. When we allow ourselves 
to be filled to the brim with God’s lavish love, that love 
spills over. It reaches beyond ourselves; like water, it 
rushes and flows, touching everything in its path. 

The scriptures for this Lenten season are filled 
with parables and promises of God’s abundant and 
expansive grace. Jesus as a mother hen, a prodigal 
son welcomed home, a fig tree nurtured with care 
and hope, precious oil poured out lovingly and freely, 
stones shouting out with praise—these sacred texts are 

brimming with a gospel of grace. We’ve done nothing 
to deserve or earn this grace, and yet, like water, it 
spills over.  

Full to the Brim reminds us to live fully—as we pursue 
justice and hope, or express grief and gratitude. If love 
is our beginning, how can we live our lives led by love’s 
promises? And so, this Lent, let us trust—fully—that we 
belong to God. Let us increase our capacity to receive 
and give grace. Let us discover the expansive life God 
dreams for us. 

Shepherd of the Lake will be using resources from 
A Sanctified Art - A ministry supporting worship 
communities to integrate art and creativity into their 
spiritual practices. This is an exciting team of faithful 
artists, theologians, and creatives who have produced 
much of the liturgy we'll be using in worship this Lent. 

An expansive lent

The A Sanctified Art team has amazing 
stories and perspectives that led to this 
creation. Scan the code to read more! 



{ Book Conversation

{
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LENTEN STUDY 
TUESDAY, MARCH 8-APRIL 12 FROM 6:30-7:45PM ON ZOOM

Come together for a staff-led devotional Bible study! After a large-group teaching time, we will break 
into smaller groups for conversation. You will stay with the same conversation group for all 6 sessions. 
Grab some friends and register as a group (3 or more), or as an individual and get to know some new 
people in your faith community! Register online at sollc.org/events.

PRAYER 
MONDAYS, MARCH 7-APRIL 11 AT 8AM ON ZOOM

Enter the week with a few moments of contemplative prayer. We'll begin with a short reflection with 
the intention of being in the presence of God. A beautiful way to set the stage for the week. Sign up to 
receive the Zoom link at sollc.org/events.  

EXPLORING OUR VALUES 
3RD THURSDAYS OF THE MONTH FROM 6:30-8PM ON ZOOM

Come for any or all of the conversations! Please purchase books on your own. Learn more, register, 
and get the Zoom link online at sollc.org/events. 

March 17 - Take This Bread: A Radical Conversion by Sara Miles
April 21 - Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others by Barbara Brown Taylor
May 19 - No Cure For Being Human: (And Other Truths I Need to Hear) by Kate Bowler

CONNECT 
THIS LENT

{ Where Does the Bible Land in your Life?

{ Contemplative Practice

{
{



{ Book Conversation
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FINDING GOD IN YOUR PLAYLIST
WEEKLY ON FACEBOOK

Each Thursday during Lent, Pastor Dan will be reflecting on a song that corresponds with the week’s 
theme. These will be a variety of songs that may not be what you think of when you think of church 
music. Watch on Facebook and come with a sense of adventure!

LABYRINTH 
AVAILABLE IN THE WORSHIP CENTER

Walking a labyrinth is an ancient prayer practice that slows our minds and opens our hearts. SOLLC 
offers a labyrinth that is modeled after the one created in 1200 AD in the Chartes Cathedral in Chartes, 
France. Our labyrinth will be open within office hours during Lent for time of reflection and prayer.  

INTERFAITH FRIENDS
MONTHLY EPISODES ON YOUTUBE THROUGH MAY 2022

Pastor Laila hosts conversations with our interfaith neighbors about the ways they experience the 
divine through sacred stories, traditions, cultures, theologies, and daily life. Past conversations 
include Holly Brod Farber (Co-Director of the Jewish Community Relations Council Speakers’ 
Bureau), John Emery (Executive Director of the Islamic Resource Group), and Prabhat Tekriwal (past 
President of Minnesota Hindu Milan Mandir). Episodes are available on the SOLLC YouTube channel.

THE SACRED IN POETRY
WEEKLY ON FACEBOOK

With the Filled to the Brim theme, this Lenten respite offers the blessedness of poetry through 
beautiful artistry from our worship and music team each Wednesday.

MIDWEEK SERVICES 
EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2PM, MCKENNA CROSSING

Refresh your soul with this short, mindful worship service. All are welcome. This season can be a 
reminder that God invites us to pause. Come and worship on Wednesdays during Lent, where we 
“interrupt” our week and seek signs of God’s abundance in our lives.

{ Digital Series

{ Digital Series

{ Contemplative Practice

{ Campus Community

 { Vodcast

{
{
{
{
{

{ Where Does the Bible Land in your Life?



GOOD FRIDAY 
APRIL 15 AT 7PM, DIGITAL SERVICE 

In John’s account of Jesus’ death, Jesus’ final words are: “I am 
thirsty. . . it is finished.” He is offered a jar full of sour wine as he 
takes his final breaths. And yet, even here, God’s love is full, poured 
out, self-emptied. Even in his last moments, Jesus is overflowing 
with truth and the fullness of the human experience. God embodies 
the fullness of pain and deep sorrow. And so, in the silence of this 
day, let us, too, sit in the fullness of this cup of sorrow.

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
APRIL 14 AT 2PM (MCKENNA) & 6:30PM (SOLLC) 

In the days before his death, Jesus gathered with friends to share 
a meal and talk about the gift of love. This year at a family-friendly 
service we will focus on that sacred meal, as we both share in 
communion, and celebrate the first communion for many of our 
younger community members.

PALM SUNDAY 
APRIL 10 AT 8:30AM & 10AM, 8:30AM DIGITAL SERVICE 

As Jesus enters Jerusalem, the multitude of disciples begins to 
joyfully shout with praise. The Pharisees try to silence them, but 
Jesus responds: “I tell you, even if these were silent, the stones 
would shout out.” All of creation cries out with praise—that 
message rises above the noise, even if the oppressive powers 
want to silence it. As we begin our walk through Holy Week, let 
us ask: What can’t be silenced? What must be said? What things 
can we not stay quiet about? What is bubbling up that we need 
to give voice to—faith questions, apologies, issues of justice, 
truth-telling? As we go deeper into the story, the truth will soon 
be set free.

{ At the table

{ A cup of sorrow

{ Even the stones cry out

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP
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EASTER SUNDAY 
APRIL 17 AT 8AM, 9:30AM, 11AM 

When the women find the tomb empty, they are stunned by  
the presence and words of the men in dazzling clothing—and 
yet, they remember. Even in utter shock, they return to their deep 
knowing and allow themselves to receive the expansiveness of 
resurrection. Many of the disciples won’t open themselves up to 
this expansiveness and reject their testimony. Peter is curious 
enough to return to the tomb, and as a result, he is filled with 
amazement and awe. How do we carry forth what we have learned 
this Lent? Can we be curious enough to return and remember? 
Can we allow ourselves to be filled with expansive hope? Can we 
trust in the expansive promise of new life, and carry that promise  
with us wherever we go?

EASTER VIGIL 
APRIL 16 AT 7PM, DIGITAL SERVICE  

We return to the center of the church calendar and celebrate 
Christ's resurrection as a family. This service incorporates ancient 
tradition and modern methods as we are filled with new life.

{ A cup of sorrow

{ Centered in Christ

{ An expansive life

Looking for our Digital Services? 
Search "Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran 
Church" on YouTube or use this QR code.

Not only will you find archived services 
but also digital series, speaker events, and vodcasts. 
Become a subscriber to get notified for upcoming videos!

DIGITAL SERVICES



PRAIRIE POINTE
Our friends at Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative have 
been busy fighting for a state where all of us are adequately 
housed! The push continues toward building Prairie Pointe 
(PP), a 46-unit apartment building in Shakopee. Using the 
proven, effective model of Family Supportive Housing, PP 

will house families and provide supportive services right on 
site. This project has had both some major victories and some 
disappointing setbacks along the way. Right this moment, we 

are still waiting on sufficient funding to break ground; stay 
tuned for more – hopefully exciting – updates to come! We know 

that this housing option is badly needed in our community. 

FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD
The Families Moving Forward program continues to house 

families in extended-stay hotels out of an abundance of caution 
as the COVID pandemic continues. We are not yet scheduled 

for meal hosting dates in 2022, but we hope to be soon! If you’re 
interested in helping deliver tasty, nutritious, catered meals to 
our neighbors a few times a year, please contact Pastor Korla to 

be included in this ministry. 

DIAPER DRIVE
And because there’s no time of year when babies don’t need 

diapers, Beacon held a diaper drive during the month of 
February! Shepherd of the Lake participated, collected diapers 

to help keep our littlest neighbors safely clothed, and shared 
peace of mind with their parents and caregivers.

B E A C O N
H O P E .  H O U S I N G .  H E L P.



HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Visit sollc.org/events or email 

Pastor Korla at korlamasters@sollc.org
to learn about current or future opportunities. 
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Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open 
Table. are the core values of 

Shepherd of the Lake. As followers 
of Jesus, we strive to live out these 
values as individuals and as a faith 
community because this is the way 
that Jesus showed up in the world. 
All throughout scripture, Jesus 
opens himself up to share the love 
of God with whomever he meets, 
and invites us to do the same. Here 
are a few of the ways that SOLLC 
commmunity members are taking 
Jesus up on his invitation and living 
their lives with Open Hearts, Open 
Minds, and Open Tables.

Eric Foerster joined the staff 
at Shepherd of the Lake in 

September with excitement for 
our faith community’s values. The 
value of an Open Mind brought 
forth reflection on how mindsets 
are expanded and changed 
through real world service such 
as mission trips, camps or even 
weekend service trips. The 
purpose of every mission trip is to 
answer God’s call to serve others. 
Throughout that service, Eric has 
been witness to the impact this 
hands-on experiential education 
has when students live their faith 
together in the world around 
them.

Eric took a group of high school 
students on a particularly 
impactful trip to Flint, Michigan, 
where many students witnessed 
a level of poverty that they had 8   |   SPRING/SUMMER 2022 EDITION

reflections of summer



never experienced before. They were able to 
meet with people in the area to hear their 
stories of how the town is recovering from 
the water crisis and open their minds to the 
world around them.

When students participate in mission 
trips they have the opportunity to become 
citizens of a larger world, something that is 
crucial to the faith development of young 
people. They can get out of their comfort 
zone and fully immerse themselves in 
the lived reality of where they are. In this 
setting, students begin to discern their 
beliefs and ask faithful questions in a safe 
environment. Service trips are an amazing 
opportunity for young people to learn more 
about the world around them and how they 
can faithfully serve others as God calls all 
of us to do.

Jessie Carney is a member of SOLLC and 
a preschool teacher at Shepherd’s Flock 

Preschool. Jessie feels at home at Shepherd 
of the Lake because her family’s values 
align with the values of the church. She has 
a huge heart and values every relationship 
she builds with children and adults. We 
were created to have connections with 
others and if you’re near Jessie, she’ll 
welcome you with an open heart.
Vacation Bible School (VBS) is a program 
that Jessie has been involved in for many 
years leading small groups, the art station, 
story time for all and even helping in the 
kitchen serving snacks. You will find Jessie 
volunteering her time with VBS again 
this June. She wants every child that she 
encounters to know they are perfect just 
the way they are, as a Beloved Child of God. 
Being a part of the VBS volunteer team is 

a chance to do just that. As the craziness 
of the school year ends and summer 
approaches, Jessie hopes that she’ll get 
to build a relationship with you at VBS. 
According to Jessie, “VBS is the best way to 
kick off summer vacation.”

John Holt serves as our Director of 
Children, Youth, and Family Ministries. 

John believes that the value of Open Table 
is at the heart of our ministry together at 
SOLLC. Every person is a beloved child of 
God and it is so important for our kids to 
know that there is always a seat at God’s 
table!

One of the many experiences that shaped 
John’s faith was summer church camp. John 
remembers being a nervous third grader 
waiting to get on a bus to attend Cathedral 
of the Pines Camp not really knowing many 
other kids. When he arrived at camp they 
welcomed him with singing and high fives 
as they packed the chapel waiting to receive 
their cabin assignments. John was unsure 
about the whole thing and far away from 
home for the first time. Although that first 
day or two was a little scary, John began 
to build friendships over the course of the 
week. He learned about Jesus love for all 
people and had so much fun connecting 
with peers and adult leaders through 
games, outdoor activities, and sports. 
Church camp was an open table for John 
to explore his faith, the outdoors, and new 
friendships. To this day one of John’s cabin 
mates is a close friend and someone to 
whom he can share his faith. Church camp 
changes lives each summer and is a place 
where kids learn that their unique story is a 
part of God’s story.



Ways to Make a Splash this Summer

Join us for Great Outdoor Explore on Shepherd of the 
Lake’s beautiful grounds. This fun and faith-filled class 
is for caregivers and their 0-5 year old children. Older 
siblings are welcome to come along and make this a 
family affair. Experience the joy and wonder of God’s 
creation through the eyes of your children. In this 
class we will read a short Bible story or verse and make 
connections to the world around us with hands on 
exploration and fun!

June 22, July 20, August 17
5-6pm
$12 family fee per session
Register online at sollc.org/events

01 Great Outdoor Explore (Family Class)

We're excited to share our 2022 Children, Youth, 
and Family Summer Program opportunities! 

Full and partial scholarships are available upon 
request as we believe money should never be a 

barrier to full participation.

Thank you for your continued partnership 
and participation in the life of this community! 
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Our Summer SPLASH program is back! We’re 
welcoming friends ages 3-5 to join us for a fun-packed 
five-week program. We will be getting lots of fresh air 
as we adventure outside and learn about the natural 
world around us while also practicing school-ready 
skills for fall! 

Vacation Bible School is back at full strength! Join us as 
we celebrate God’s Boundless Love in partnership with 
Green Lake Lutheran Ministries. 

June 13 - July 14
Mondays - Thursdays, 8:30-11:30am
$450 fee for the full program
Register online at sollc.org/events

02 03Summer Preschool: SPLASH Vacation Bible School: Boundless

Kindergarten – 4th Grade (grade just completed)
Morning session: 9am-11:45am

Afternoon session: 1:15pm-4pm

Preschool VBS with Shepherd’s Flock Preschool
Morning Session Only: 9-11:30am, Spots limited 

Adult and Student Volunteer Leaders needed 

Cost: $75

Register online at sollc.org/events
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We love our partnership with Green Lake Lutheran 
Ministry for summer camp. This year we are 
encouraging families to sign-up directly with Green 
Lake and choose the week that works best for you and 
your friends. Church camp is a life changing faith 
experience for all ages and we hope you will choose to 
attend Green Lake this summer.

This summer we are offering high school students 
an incredible opportunity for service learning. Eric 
Foerster will be leading a group to Kansas City for a 
5 day mission trip experience, engaging students in 
service learning and fun activities as they explore KC. 

Camp at Green Lake Summer Mission Trip

Looking for an opportunity to learn how to plant and 
manage a garden? Students and adult leaders can 
sign-up to plant and grow produce to be donated to 
the Cap Agency Food Shelf. We will meet at the SOLLC 
Community Garden on the southeast side of the 
SOLLC campus. Join this fun and educational project 
that seeks to make a difference as we care for God’s 
creation!

Grade 5-12

Dates TBD

Interested? Email Eric at ericfoerster@sollc.org

Student Garden Project

Grade 9-12

Dates TBD

Interested? Email Eric at ericfoerster@sollc.org
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Summer Programing for 1st-12th Grade

Family Camp Options Available

Learn more and register at gllm.org



AT SHEPHERD'S FLOCK PRESCHOOL

4 Star Parent Aware 
rating allows us to use 
research-based best 
practices, preparing 
our students for future 
schooling. It also allows 
us to offer scholarships 
through state funded 
programs.

47friends 
took part in the 
new Summer 
Preschool 
Program last year.

127students 
were enrolled during this 

2021-22 school year.

13  
part-time teachers 

and 2 full-time 
teachers lead this 

ministry of SOLLC.

2 full day class options 
are offered in 2022-23 as our 
program continues to grow!

NOW REGISTERING FOR 2022/2023
We offer half day and full day options for children 
ages 33 months to 5 years of age. Schedule a tour to 
learn first-hand about Shepherd’s Flock Preschool! 

Questions? Visit sollc.org/preschool or  
email Ann at annjanisch@sollc.org

OUR FRIENDS
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RENOVATION
[in progress]

Our Children, Youth, and Family programs 
returned to in-person learning this past fall 
and it has been so energizing to gather as 
Christ community throughout the year!

The team is hard at work creating the 2022-23 
CYF program. We are building on this year’s 
momentum and evaluating each ministry 
as we look for opportunities to renovate and 
better meet the needs of our families and 
students.

Look for the 2022-23 Children, Youth, and 
Family Program Launch coming April 2022!
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REFLECTING BACK & 
    LOOKING AHEADANNUAL MEETING 

2022

The 2022 Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
was held virtually on Sunday, January 30 
at 11:15am. Approximately 70 households 
participated. It was a positive, informative 
meeting that focused on several reports and 
matters of business. Reports were received 
from the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America), the Bishop of the Minneapolis 
Synod, the 35th Annual SOLLC Garage Sale, 
the SOLLC Foundation. The meeting celebrated 
our congregational ministries with a year-end 
video and printed recap of the Ministry of 
SOLLC during 2021. The 2021 Financial Report 
was received and a 2022 Ministry Budget was 
approved. Two incumbent Council members 
were re-elected (Nick Cauley and Aaron 
Stromley) and two new Council members were 
elected (Jack Haugen and Scott Sindelar) to 
3-year terms, all. Retiring Council members 
Rhiannon Johnson and Rachael Wentworth were celebrated and 
thanked for their service.  

Thank you to Dave Slowinske (Council President) for his leadership
 the past two years, and his leadership of the Annual Meeting. The
 SOLLC Church Council met briefly following the Annual Meeting
 to elect officers for the coming year: Jeff Taxdahl (Council 
President), Jen Lambrecht (Council Vice-President), Aaron Stromley (Treasurer) 
and Gina Gertner (Secretary). We all look forward to an exciting year of ministry in 2022!
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We are overwhelmed with gratitude at the 
way that this congregation supported the 2021 
Special Appeal. Together we surpassed our goal 
of $200,000! Because of these gifts:

• Our CYF team has hit the ground running 
serving our members in the first third of life;

• We continue to bridge the gap between 
digital and in-person participation in 
community life;

• We are living as good neighbors to our 
mission partners at Cristo Obrero.

Together we can do so much more than what we 
could do apart. 
 
In that spirit of connection that draws us out 
of isolation, we invite you to prayer and to 
imagination. Please continue to pray for these 
ministries, staff, and partnerships. The appeal is 
complete; our ministry together continues. And 
please let your imaginations run wild! We are 
still in the gathering stage of planning our next 
three-year Capital Campaign, which will support 
both the ongoing ministry of our building and 
our ministry beyond our walls. If there is a 
ministry aligned with our congregational values 
that you would like to see considered in this 
planning, please alert the Church Council! 

THANK YOU
FROM ALL OF US AT SOLLC...



CONNECT WITH US!

Worship with Us! Sundays at 8:30am & 10am or via YouTube
Office Hours Monday-Thursday from 10am-2pm

3611 North Berens Road NW | Prior Lake MN 55379
sollc.org | 952-230-2988
Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Table.

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church
3611 North Berens Road NW
Prior Lake, MN 55379
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