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Happy New (Church) Year!  
On November 27 – exactly five weeks before we put on our party hats to bid farewell to 2022 

and welcome in 2023 – we will gather for worship to welcome in a new church year!  

The church calendar begins each year on the first Sunday in Advent. Advent is a season of hope and 
expectation, of watching and waiting for the promises of God to be born in the person of Jesus Christ. 

This Advent we will focus on “The Story of Promise”. Together, we will remember 
and root ourselves in God’s promises as we await the birth of Christ.      



Nov 27 
First Sunday of Advent

We’ll worship together 
at 8:30am & 10:15am as we 

begin our new worship series, 
“The Story of Promise”.

Nov 28 
Finding Space for God 

in the Season of Advent

Mondays, 8-8:30am on Zoom
November 28-December 19

Begin each week in Advent with 
the practice of contemplative 

prayer led by Pastor Karen Treat 

Register at sollc.org/events

Dec 4 
Cookies & Carols

Sunday, December 4 from 4:30-5:30pm 

Join us at Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran 
Church for Cookies and Carols. We’ll gather 
together in our Sanctuary to listen and sing 
along to festive Christmas carols and songs, 

played by our very own Music Ministry 
Musicians. There will be yummy refreshments, 
a photobooth, art activities for kids, as well as a 
dance floor! This is a family event for everyone 
to enjoy. We looking forward to welcoming the 

Christmas season in with you at this event!

Dec 7 
Theology on Tap

Do you like beer, meeting people 
and talking about faith? If so, join 
Pastor Dan and other friends at 

Loon Landing in Savage on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday of the month 

at 6:45pm
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Interfaith Friends

In these short video podcasts, Pastor Laila talks with our 
interfaith neighbors about their faith traditions, cultures, 

foods, theologies, and experience of the divine!
Check out new episodes on our YouTube channel.

Dec 11 
Hope for the Holidays - Drop Off Deadline 

Help bring holiday cheer to CAP clients this season! 
Hope for the Holidays eases the burden on parents and 

families, and provides comfort and connection to seniors. 
Hope for the Holidays matches donations with children, 

parents, and seniors to ensure everyone feels the  
generosity of the community with new gifts, and/or  

household supplies. Learn and sign up at sollc.org/events. 

Dec 11 
GiftLink - Drop Off Deadline

Shepherd of the Lake provides holiday gifts for 
our campus partners at The Link/Passageways, an 

organization which supports youth survivors of  
sex trafficking (ages 13-24). Every gift from us is an 

assurance that somebody cares. Thank you for 
in advance for providing holiday joy to these youth! 

Learn more and sign up at sollc.org/events.  

Dec 11 
Ugly Sweater 

Christmas Party  
6-8pm in the Student Center

It’s that time of the year again! 
Bust out your cookie decorating 

skills, dust off your ugly Christmas 
sweaters, and come join us for our 

high school Christmas Party! 

They’ll be plenty of holiday cheer 
as we gather for the last time 

in 2022! 
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Dec 18 
Youth Christmas Program

10:15am Service Only

This special service will be youth-lead, and will feature 
anthems and readings, performed by youth from 
our Sunday School and Music and Arts Ministry. 

Additionally, there will be performances from 
the children of Shepherd’s Flock Preschool.

Dec 18 
Longest Night

6pm in the Worship Center

The Longest Night Service is held 
when day light feels elusive and 
night lengthens with darkness. 

This brief service will mingle Word 
and music recognizing our human 
condition and the light that comes 

into the world on Christmas. 
All are welcome. 

Livestream & 
Call-In Worship

In addition to the 
livestream services on 
YouTube, you can also 

call 952-230-1030 each 
week to hear our phone 
service, which features 
scripture, a message, 

and a prayer.
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Dec 24 
Christmas Eve

1pm, 3pm, and 5pm in the Worship Center

On Christmas Eve, we will gather for worship to lean into the love of God 
made known to us in the birth of Jesus! We will celebrate God’s presence 

with us through scripture, song, prayer, and an inspirational message. 

The 1pm and 3pm worship experiences will feature a blend of 
contemporary and traditional instrumentation. The 5pm service 

will be a more contemplative candle-light experience. 

If you’re in town for the holidays, we would love to worship with you!  

Dec 25 
Christmas Day

9am in the Worship Center

We’ll be having one special service. 
Pastor Jonathan will lead music and 

share an interactive message to 
celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord.

It’s hard to stay warm through 
the Minnesota winter,  especially 
for people who are experiencing 

homelessness. If you love to 
crochet, knit, and/or quilt – or 
if you want to learn how to do 
these things – you can help!  

Winter Warmers provides 
crocheted or knitted caps and 

scarves for local homeless 
shelters. Hats and scarves are 

made at home and collected at 
the church office. Patterns, yarn, 

and lessons are provided upon 
request. Contact Lee Krueger 

at leebob529@yahoo.com   
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Peacemakers 
Quilting Group 

Our group meets each 
Thursday at 1pm at Shepherd 
of the Lake for quilting and 
fellowship. No experience 

necessary! Quilts are crafted 
with love and donated to 

people who need them for 
warmth and comfort.  



Refugees 
at Christmas
Fleeing Their Homes to Save Their Lives

“Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by 
night, and went to Egypt.” -Matthew 2:14 

Every Christmas, we hear the story of Jesus 
being born while his parents were on a road 
trip to Bethlehem. After a few nights sharing 
a bed with a bunch of sheep, we can imagine 
they were all longing to get back to their 
home in Galilee. When it became clear to 
Mary and Joseph that they would likely be 
killed if they returned home, they made the 
heart-wrenching decision to protect their 
family and flee to Egypt. Mary, Joseph, and 
Jesus were refugees.  

This Christmas, we remember those around 
the world today who, like Mary and Joseph, 
have fled their homes to save their family’s 
lives. Shepherd of the Lake partners with 
Lutheran World Relief  and Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Services to bring 
hope to refugees in the form of food, shelter, 
clothing, medical supplies, counseling 
services, and more.    

Our Shepherd of the Lake community has 
sent over $10,000 to help people who have 
been displaced by the war in Ukraine. We 
continue to support Ukraine through our 
prayers and our financial support. 

It’s easy to give – go to sollc.org, click on 
“give”, select “Ukraine relief efforts” from 
the dropdown menu. Every dollar helps. 
Thank you for your generosity! 
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DEFINING OUR STORY  
MUSIC AND ARTS MINISTRY

“Next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest 
praise. The gift of language combined with the gift of song 
was given to man that he should proclaim the Word of God 
through Music.” -Martin Luther

When an assembly joins their voices together in song, 
hearts begin to beat in rhythm, transforming the 
assembly into one body.  This allows us to connect more 
fully with the text. The history of Music and Arts at 
Shepherd of the Lake is a vibrant part of the church’s 
tapestry. Our congregation both enjoys and supports the 
blessings of its community, and the result is a thriving 
ministry of Music and Arts.  

MUSIC AS A WORSHIPFUL EXPRESSION 

“I love traditional, choral music and to me, that is worship. 
But the blended music experience last Easter Sunday was 
simply magnificent! I loved all the different instrumentation.” 
-Russ Hunstad, Sanctuary & Festival Choir 

Our church community has a wide range of musical 
tastes. We know it is important to hold space for those 
that crave an organ-lead hymn as well as for those 
that love to groove to a lively band-lead song. We also 
understand that these two musical experiences do not 
have to be mutually exclusive. God’s world is diverse and 
so is its music! With a community of talented musical 
leaders, the assembly gets to experience joyous organ 
preludes, complex handbell arrangements, meaningful 
choir anthems and beautiful solo offerings. We also hear 



youth-led anthems, children playing percussion and 
dancing, music across cultures, secular songs that 
feed our souls, and sacred hymns that speak the word. 

OUR ENSEMBLES AND ELECTIVES 

“Playing in the handbell choir has been a lot of fun! 
We play a variety of styles of music and use various 
techniques to make different sounds with the bells. I really 
look forward to going to practices and playing music 
together!” - Paula Thomsen, Glory Ringers 

When sing together in worship, we call upon musical 
leaders to guide the assembly in song. Our ensembles 
serve in that leadership role, as well as provide 
inspiration and spiritual contemplation throughout our 
worship experience. Outside of worship, those same 
leaders come together to nurture and build their gifts. 
This ministry creates an open environment that allows 
our members to serve, while also practicing self-care. 
They build community, develop their leadership skills, 
and receive guidance, support, and encouragement 
from musically trained musicians from around 
the greater metro. This continued education and 
collaboration nurtures our ensembles who then share 
their offerings with the church community. 

MUSIC AROUND AT THE TABLE 

“Having the kids up for the sending song with the band 
and the rest of the congregation joining in, felt like one 
large group rather than the separation of children, adults, 
and musicians. It was so cool to see everyone having an 
enjoyable moment together and celebrate and praise as 
one.” - Andrea Sheridan, Children’s Ministry Support

As we grow this ministry, we work alongside our other 
ministries in collaboration and support - coaching 
youth musicians and singers to support in worship on 
Sundays or Living Water on Wednesdays; offering 
music education to our Sunday School children; and 
supporting events like our Block Party and Christmas 
events. Not only can we serve other ministries, but we 
grow from their example and leadership through our 
partnership. We also work outwards to build bridges 
in the greater community – not just with our own 
offerings, but through welcoming into our space other 
creative organizations and collaborators to support our 
community’s creative needs. 

The Music Ministry at Shepherd of the Lake is a 
thriving program. The overwhelming support of our 
musicians, staff, and music enthusiasts have allowed 
our existing ensembles to flourish and for future 
opportunities to become a reality. The adventurous 
minds and hearts of our congregation has allowed us 
to be intentionally inclusive in our music choices– 
creating a space for all to feel God’s radical welcome. 
We continue to look to the future, imagining the 
creative possibilities each year that will continue to 
uplift our worship and community life. God continues 
to breathe creative energy into our ministry, and we 
will respond in joyous song. 

BECOME INVOLVED IN MUSIC MINISTRY

Contact JoAnna Johnson, Director of Music and 
Arts for coffee and discussion. It is never too late to 
get involved and we welcome you with open hearts, 
open minds, and an open table!
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New Season, New Faces

Shannon Hoffmann serves as Community Life Connector. Shannon has a heart 
for connecting people and building community, and it shows! If you’d like to connect 
with others in our community outside of Sunday worship, Shannon would 
love to hear from you! Email shannonhoffmann@sollc.org 

Andrea Sheridan serves as Children’s Ministry Support Staff, working with kids 
birth-4th grade and their caregivers. Andrea’s love of God and love for kids shines 
through her work here. Email andreasheridan@sollc.org 

Laurie Shafroth serves as the Children, Youth and Family Administrative Specialist 
and Student Ministry Support Staff. Laurie works hard behind the scenes with her 
incredible gifts for organization and administration. She also works closely with our 
Middle and High School students. Laurie even made her debut appearance at Living 
Water in an inflatable T-Rex costume! Email laurieschafroth@sollc.org 

Last Spring, the Shepherd of the Lake Council embraced the opportunity to holistically 
and strategically re-imagine our staffing structure to best serve the current needs of the 
congregation and the community in which we serve, and to position us well to move into 
the future that God is calling us to. We have started putting that plan into action, 
and the results are beyond anything we could have imagined! Meet the newest 
members of our church staff:
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Glow In The Dark Game Night
January 15 from 6pm-8pm

Think you have the skills to sneak 
your way around the church? Put 
those skills to the test! All games 
played this evening will be in the 
dark! Bring a dark shirt and get 
ready for glow stick madness!

Feed My Starving Children
February 11 from 11:15am-1:30pm

Join us for a morning of giving 
back to our community as we 

serve! Meet at Feed My Starving 
Children for our time slot. Grab 

a friend and sign-up to serve, 
connect, and a have fun giving 

back to our community!

Team Game Night  
March 19 from 6-8pm

Student’s will be split into teams 
and compete in a variety of games 
and activities. Prizes will be given 

out. Grab a couple friends to 
make a team and come see if you 

have what it takes to win!

Learn more and register 
at sollc.org/events

High School Ministry has a bright future. 
With the addition of the mission trip last summer, students have been 
meeting throughout the year for different youth group events, as well as to 
help create and build a sustainable high school ministry program. 

Student Leadership is critical to any youth program, and our high school 
students have been amazing leaders to work alongside to decide what our 
High School Ministry program can be. This year, there are monthly youth 
group events where students come and get to spend time in community with 
one another, have fun, and are invited to be their authentic selves. 

We hope to build the high school program to become a community where 
everyone feels loved, welcomed, and affirmed, as well as create fun and 
engaging ministry opportunities for our students. One way has been through 
leadership opportunities working part-time on Wednesday evenings to serve 
pizza, running the student center, and helping out with AV needs for Living 
Water. Pastor Jonathan has also created a high school Living Water Band 
where high school students can help lead worship songs for Living Water on 
Wednesday evenings. The band has been rocking, and it has been an amazing 
way to have more of a high school presence on Wednesday nights. 

We are always welcoming new students, so please come join us! For more 
information, check out the high school page on our website.



Let’s Celebrate
25 Years of Shepherd’s Flock Preschool

It was the fall of 1997 when Shepherd’s Flock Preschool started as a 
response to an interest from young Shepherd of the Lake families. A task 
force was formed at the former church location to make the preschool 
become a reality.  From that, Colleen Gardner became the first Director 
and Teacher along with Shelle Prairie as an assistant Teacher. The classes 
started out small but continued to grow to eventually serving 134 families 
each year. Families would arrive as early as 5am to register their child!  
As the years passed Ms. Colleen left Shepherd’s Flock Preschool to 
pursue other career opportunities and Ms. Shelle became a lead teacher 
for 22 years and the director for 7 of those years. -Shelle Prairie

Alice Handrich served as the director from 2001-2013. In 2013, Shelle Prairie took over as the new director. During 
her time in that position the preschool achieved both NAEYC (National Association for the Education of Young 
Children) accreditation and a 4-star Parent Aware rating, as well as adding a third classroom. In 2020, after 22 years 
with the program, Shelle retired and we welcomed Ann Janisch into the role of Preschool Director. 



Abby (then Jacob) Gulstad ‘97 was in the very 
first class of Shepherd’s Flock. She is now 
married and lives in Wisconsin.

Annalise Gulstad ‘00 graduated from SCSU 
and is a counselor in the west Metro.

Dan Unruh ‘97 graduated from Winona State 
University with a BA in Psychology and St 
Cloud State University with a Masters of 
Social Work. He works as a School Based 
Therapist and lives in Minneapolis.

So many wonderful memories have been 
created over the years, but none as close 
to the hearts of Ms. Colleen and Ms. 
Shelle, as the recent engagement of 
their two children, Ben Gardner ‘99 and 
Rachel Prairie ‘98, the same 3 and 4 
year olds who attended Shepherd’s Flock 
in the very early years. -Shelle Prairie

Richard Michael Dunning ‘97 is attending Des 
Moines University Medical School and will 
graduate as a Doctor of Osteopathic medicine. 
He and his wife became parents in September.
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Amber Forrester ‘04 graduated from 
Gustavus Adolphus College in May 2021, 
Magna Cum Laude Major in Psychology 
and a Minor in Public Health.  Amber is 
currently attending Graduate School at 
Tulane University School of Public Health 
and Tropical Medicine in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. She will be graduating in May 
2023 with her Master's in Public Health

Autumn Forrester ‘06 is currently  
attending Grand View University in Des 
Moines, Iowa and will be graduating in 
December 2022, Summa Cum Laude with 
Major in Biology and Minor in Chemistry. 
Autumn worked at Garrison Animal Hos-
pital and has applied to several Veterinary 
Schools for the upcoming school year.

Ben Gulstad ‘03 graduated from the U of M, 
is married and working in an architectural  
company in California.

Kelli Unruh ‘02 has a degree in Rehabilitation 
Psychology from University of Wisconsin 
Madison as well as Nursing degree from 
Loyola University Chicago. She works as an 
RN at Abbott Northwestern Hospital and 
lives in Minneapolis.

The Early Years



Iyla 
Paulson ‘14

7th grader is a swimmer, 
plays lacrosse, loves 
fashion, friends and time 
at the cabin. Iyla loved 
her preschool teachers.

Logan 
Carney ‘15

7th grader at Hidden 
Oaks Middle School.  
Logan’s loved when he 
brought Precious home!

Eliana 
Reckmeyer ‘12

High School sophomore 
She is on the HS Nordic 
Ski Team and loves to 
read and sew.

Madeline 
Reckmeyer ‘09

Sophomore at U of M 
and majoring in Civil 
Engineering.

Ava 
Carney ‘12

Sophomore in High 
School.  Maya plans to 
attend college, but isn’t 
sure where yet.

All 3 of our kids received a wonderful education, filled with love and support 
from the best teachers.  They gained social skills and academic skills, while 
learning about God’s unconditional love. They have flourished in school, and 
are still friends with many of their classmates. Thank You Shepherd’s Flock! 
-Jessie Carney, former parent and current teacher    

We loved how we were embraced in the community feel and seeing our 
daughter develop sweet friendships. We also loved getting to know the 
teachers, volunteering in the classroom, and being able to be fully involved 
on the Parent Committee to help plan wonderful events and fundraisers! 
Their rooted connections and shared values will take them so far in life!   
- Tara & Andrew Harrison

I enjoyed volunteering for the Halloween Parties, Field Trips and in the 
classroom. We met so many great families during our time and remain in 
contact with some of them. -Kelly Forrester, parent

Emma Riley, Penelope Snow, 
Emme Scott, and Cora Wilson all 
‘18 graduates and now 4th gradersTh
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of the kids and families from our son’s class have remained good friends all 
these years! We couldn't have asked for a better, more loving place to have 
him attend! -Rick and Kay Dunning, former parent and current teacher



Gratitude is defined as the readiness to show appreciation for and to return kindness. Let me count the ways that Shepherd's 
Flock Preschool brings me pure happiness each day I am at school. Fifteen teachers that provide a safe and loving  
environment for 119 children to fall in love with learning. Seven classes that are full of hugs, giggles, imagination, and  
learning. Four pastors who teach us about God's love. Church staff who help make the building and preschool run smoothly 
day after day. McKenna Crossing's residents who grace us with their wisdom and kindness once a month. And, our preschool 
families that support our mission in providing their child a high quality educational experience year after year. Happy 25th 
Anniversary to Shepherd's Flock Preschool! - Ann Janisch

Jadyn 
Harrison ‘18

4th grader who loves 
learning! Her favorite 
memories of preschool 
are playing baby dolls 
with her friend Nealia 
and attending the 
Pancake Breakfast! 

Maya 
Carney ‘16

6th grader at Hidden 
Oaks Middle School.  
Ava’s favorite memory 
from Shepherd’s Flock 
was playing inside and 
outside.

Evie Schnacky ‘15 - 7th Grader at Hidden Oaks
Nealia Schnacky ‘18 - 4th grader at Jeffers Pond

They both loved playing, learning, life long friends. 
We were lucky be a part of such a great place. 
-Dee Ann Schnacky, former teacher

Zoey 
Harrison ‘20

2nd grade who loves 
dancing and snuggling 
up with a book. Her 
favorite memories 
include learning all about 
her friends. She loved 
taking care of Precious. 
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What’s Ahead?
There is so much to look forward to in the months ahead! Check out 
the following listings to learn about opportunities in our community.

Enneagram 101 
Every other Tuesday, January 10-March 21 from 7-8pm
Are you on a personal growth journey? The Enneagram can help you understand 
your personality in a new way so that you can be the best you! This 6-session class, 
based on the book, “The Road Back To You” by Ian Morgan Cron and Suzanne 
Stabile, will introduce you to the Enneagram, identify your number, and explore 
some next steps to continue your personal journey with the Enneagram.  A RHETI 
assessment will be part of the class and costs $12. Register at sollc.org/events

Making All Things New: Mental Health & Addiction Seminar
Saturday, January 21 from 9-11:30am | In Person & Live-streamed
Faith communities are critical to the care and prevention of substance use disorder. 
We’ll hear from Dr. Carla Dahl, Professor emeritus from Luther Seminary giving 
the clinical and pastoral perspective to living and loving those living with substance 
use disorder. Additionally, Lexi Reed Holtum, co-founder of the Steve Rummler 
Hope Network and Director of the Minnesota Opioid Response Program will 
present. Register at sollc.org/events.

Picture Book Club
Every other Thursday, January 12-May 25 from 10:30-11:30am
Looking for new ways to connect with your 0-5 year old children? Join us for a 
bi-weekly picture book club where we explore social emotional and developmental 
learning topics together using picture books as our tool. Each session will include a 
theme, story time and multi-sensory activities to engage the mind, body and soul.
This is a drop in class. Come when you can and enjoy this quality time together 
with your children and make new connections with other caregivers in your season 
of life. Parents, caregivers, or grandparents welcome.
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How the Bible Came to Be 
Mondays, January 23-February 13 from 6:30-8pm 
Pastor Laila will be leading this 4-week class exploring the history of how and when 
the Bible came to be. Who wrote the Bible? When? Who decided it was scripture? 
Register online at sollc.org/events.

Music & Arts Ministry Showcase Concert
Sunday, February 12 at 2:30pm | In Person & Live-streamed
You are invited to our annual Showcase Concert! Musicians, ensembles, and 
leaders from our Music and Arts Ministry (Kindergarten through Adult) will 
perform music of all genres and instrumentation. This concert will be open to the 
public. Come enjoy an afternoon of eclectic music from our ministry.

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, January 29 at 11:40am | In Person & Livestreamed
Celebrate our ministry! Hear from our leaders and staff as we discuss this past 
year. We’ll elect Council Members who are the leadership of the congregation, 
and are responsible for the Mission, Vision and Values of our community and work 
with the Lead Pastor to define outcomes for our ministry.  Review and approve the 
2023 Annual Ministry Budget. This is time to meet and visit with other wonderful 
community members.

Ash Wednesday 
February 22, Drive Thru Blessing from 6:30-9am, Worship at 2pm & 6:30pm
We’ll begin our Lenten series, “The Story of Jesus” with Ash Wednesday! 
Join us for a morning blessing and/or worship together later in the day. 

Tending to Our Spiritual Soil: The Practice of Writing Lists 
Saturdays, February 25-March 11 from 9:30-11am
As we write lists, we ponder with each point something about ourselves, our hopes, 
dreams, and disappointment. In the spaces of writing the list we connect to our 
inner voice and God’s leading. Join Pastor Karen in using the book Make a List: 
How a Simple Practice Can Change Our Lives and Open Our Hearts by Marilyn 
McEntrye.  Register at sollc.org/events



CONNECT WITH US!

Worship with Us! Sundays at 8:30am & 10:15am or via YouTube
Office Hours Monday-Thursday from 10am-4pm

3611 North Berens Road NW | Prior Lake MN 55379
sollc.org | 952-230-2988
Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Table.

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church
3611 North Berens Road NW
Prior Lake, MN 55379
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